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Lincoln  National  Life, 
222  West  Adams  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Attention:  Mr.  Louis  A*  Warren 

Dear  Sir: 

One  of  ray  friends  handed  me  a 
clipping  to  the  effect  that  you  are  investi- 
gating the  families  related  to  Abraham 
Lincoln,     While  I  have  always  been  much  more 
interested  in  what  my  children  could  do  than 
who  my  ancestors  were,   I  am  rather  curious 
to  know  a  little  more  about  the  Gatewood 
relationship  to  Abraham  Lincoln.     If  it  is 
not  too  much  of  an  imposition,   I  would  thank 
you  for  a  reply  or  a  reference  so  that  I 
might  do  a  little  investigating. 

Very  truly  yours, 


G/u 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
FRANKLIN  K  LANE.  SECRETARY" 


U  S.  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  TO  POO  HAFH  Y  KENTUCKY 


THE  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAPS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Tin  United  States  ( leological  Survey  is  making  11  topographic 
atlas  of  Che  United  Suites.  This  work  has  been  in  progress 
.sime  1882,  and  more  than  :iN  pet  cent  of  the  urea  of  the 
country,  excluding  outlying  possessions!  has  now  been  mapped. 
The  ureas  mapped  are  widely  distributed,  every  State  being 
represented,  as  shown  on  the  progress  maps  accompanying  each 
annual  report  of  the  Director. 

This  atlas  is  being  published  in  sheets  of  convenient  size, 
about  T6J  by- 20  inches.  The  four-sided  area  of  land  repre- 
sented on  an  atlas  sheet  is  bounded  by  parallels  and  meridians 
and  is  called  a  quadrangle.  The  quadrangles  mapped  cover 
1°  of  latitude  by  I  of  longitude,  30'  of  latitude  by  30'  of 
longitude.  15'  of  latitude  by  15'  of  longitude,  or  smaller  areas, 
the  size  of  the  area  mapped  depending  on  the  scale  used. 
Several  scales  are  employed.  The  smallest  scale,  that  used 
for  quadrangles  covering  1°,  is  1: '250,000,  or  very  nearly  4 
miles  to  an  inch — that  is,  4  linear  miles  on  the  ground  is 
represented  by  1  linear  inch  on  the  map.  This  scale  is  used 
for  maps  of  the  desert  regions  and  some  other  parts  of  the  far 
West.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  country,  which  is  mapped 
by  quadrangles  covering  30',  a  larger  scale,  1:125,000,  or 
about  2  miles  to  an  inch,  is  employed.  A  still  larger  scale, 
1:62,500,  or  about  a  mile  to  an  inch,  is  used  for  quadrangles 
covering  15',  the  unit  selected  for  mapping  thickly  settled  or 
industrially  important  areas.  A  fourth  scale,  1:31,680,  or  one- 
halt  mile  to  an  inch,  is  employed  for  maps  that  are  to  he  used 
in  connection  with  irrigation  or  drainage,  and  a  few  maps  of 
mining  districts  are  published  on  still  larger  scales. 

A  topographic  survey  of  Alaska  has  been  in  progress  since 
1898  and  nearly  30  per  cent  of  its  entire  area  has  now  been 
mapped,  ( )ue-rhird  of  the  area  mapped,  or  10  per  cent  of  the 
Territory,  has  been  covered  only  by  reconnaissance  work,  the 
results  of  which  have  been  mapped  on  a  scale  of  about  10  miles 
to  an  inch.  The  maps  of  nearly  all  the  remaining  two-thirds 
of  the  surveyed  area  have  been  published  on  a  scale  of 
1  :250,000,  or  about  4  miles  to  an  inch.  These  maps  are  large, 
each  representing  2°  of  latitude  by  4°  of  longitude.  A  few 
areas  that  are  of  economic  importance,  aggregating  about 
3,000  square  miles,  have  been  surveyed  in  greater  detail  and 
mapped  on  a  scale  of  1 : 02,500,  or  about  a  mile  to  an  inch. 

A  survey  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  was  begun  in  1910  and 
the  resulting  maps  are  being  published  on  a  scale  of  1 : 62,500: 

The  features  shown  on  these  atlas  sheets  or  maps  may  be 
classed  in  three  groups — {\)  water,  including  seas,  lakes,  rivets, 
canals,  swamps,  and  oilier  bodies  of  water;  (2)  relief,  includ- 
ing mountains,  bills,  valleys,  and  other  elevations  and  depres- 
sions; (3)  culture  (works  of  man),  such  as  towns,  cities,  roads, 
railroads,  and  boundaries.  The  conventional  signs  used  for 
these  features  are. shown  below,  with  explanations.  Variations 
appear  on  some  earlier  maps. 


All  water  features  are  printed  in  blur,  the  smaller  Streams 
and  canals  in  full  blue  lines  and  the  larger 'Streams,  Lakes, 
anil  the  sea  in  blue  water-lining.  Intermittent  Btreams — those 
whose  beds  are  dry  al  least  three  months  in  tin*  year — are 
slmwn  by  lines  of  dots  and  dashes. 

Relief  is  shown  by  contour  lines  in  brawn,  A  contour  on 
the  ground  passes  through  points  that  have  the  same  altitude. 
I  >ne  who  follows  a  contour  will  go  neither  uphill  nor  downhill 
but  on  a  level.  The  contour  lines  on  the  map  show  not  only 
the  shapes  of  the  hills,  mountains,  and  valleys  bill  also  their 
elevations.  The  line  of  the  sea  coast  itself  is  a  contour  line, 
the  (latum  or  zero  of  elevation  being  mean  sea  level.  The 
COntOUT  at,  say,  20  feet  above  sea  level  would  be  the  shore  line 
if  the  sea  were  to  rise  or  tlie  land  to  siuk  20  feet.  On  a  gentle 
slope  this  coutonr  is  far  from  the  present  coast;  on  a  steep 
slope  it  is  near  the  coast.  Where  successive  contour  lines 
are  far  apart  on  the  map  they  indicate  a  gentle  slope;  where 
they  are  close  together  they  indicate  a  steep  slope;  and  where 
they  run  together  in  one  line  they  indicate  a  cliff. 

The  manm  r  in  which  contour  lines  express  altitude,  form, 
and  grade  h  shown  in  the  figure  below. 


The  sketch  represents  a  river  valley  between  two  hills.  In 
the  foreground  is  the  sea,  with,  a  bay  thai  is  partly  inclosed 
by  a  hooked  sand  bar.  On  each  side  of  the  valley  is  a  terrace 
into  which  small  streams  have  cut  narrow  gullies.  The  hill  on 
the  light  has  a  rounded  summit  and  gently  sloping  spurs  sepa- 
rated by  ravines.    The  spurs  are  truncated  al  their  lower  ends 


by  a  sea  cliff.  The  hill  on  the  left  terminates  abruptly  at  the 
valley  in  a  steep  scarp.  It  slopes  gradually  back  away  from 
the  scarp  and  forms  an  inclined  table-laud,  which  is  trs versed 
by  a  few  shallow  gullies.  On  the  map  each  of  these  features 
is  indicated,  directly  beneath  its  position  in  the  sketch,  by 
contour  lines. 

The  contour  interval,  or  the  vertical  distance  in  feet  between 
One  contour  and  the  next,  is  stated  at  the  bottom  of  each  map. 
This  interval  differs  according  to  the  diameter  of  the  area 
mapped;  in  a  flat  country  it  may  be  as  small  as  5  feet;  in  a 
mountainouB  region  it  may  be  250  feet.  Certain  contour  lines, 
every  fourth  or  fifth  one,  are  made  heavier  than  the  others 
ami  are  accompanied  by  figures  stating  elevation  above  sea 
level.  The  heights  of  many  points,  such  as  road  corners,  sum- 
mits, surfaces  of  lakes,  and  bench  marks,  are  also  given  on  the 
map  in  figures,  which  express  the  elevations  to  the  nearest 
foot  only.  More  exact  elevations  of  bench  marks,  as  well  as 
geodetic  coordinates  of  triungulation  stations,  are  published  in 
bulletins  issued  by  the  (ieological  Survey.  A  bulletin  per- 
taining to  any  State  may  be  had  on  application. 

The  works  of  man  are  shown  in  black,  in  which  color  all 
lettering  also  is  printed.  Boundaries,  such  as  those  of  a  State, 
county,  city,  land  grant,  township,  or  reservation,  are  shown 
by  continuous  or  broken  lines  of  different  kinds  and  v«t!Tghta. 
Public  and  through  roads  are  shown  by  fine  double  lines; 
private  anil  poor  roads  by  dashed  double  lines;  trails  by  dashed 
single  lines. 

Each  quadrangle  mapped  for  the  topographic  atlas  is  desig- 
nated by  the  name  of  a  principal  town  or  of  some  prominent 
natural  feature  within  the  quadrangle,  and  on  the  margins  of 
the  maps  are  printed  the  names  of  adjoining  quadrangles  for 
which  atlas  sheets  have  be*m  published  or  are  in  preparation. 
The  sheets  are  sold  al  10  cents  each  in  lots  of  less  than  50 
copies  or  at  6  cents  each  in  lots  of  50  or  more  copies,  whether 
of  the  same  or  of  different  sheets. 

The  topographic  map  is  the  base  on  which  the  geology  and 
the  mineral  resources  of  a  quadrangle  are  represented,  the  maps 
showing  these  features  heiug  bound  together,  with  a  description 
of  the  quadrangle,  to  form  a  folio  of  the  Geologic  Atlas  of  the 
L'niied  States,  Circulars  showing  by  index  maps  the  pul>- 
lished  topographic  atlas  sheets  and  geologic  folios  covering 
any  State  or  region  will  be  sent  free  on  application. 

Applications  for  maps  or  folios  should  he  accompanied  by 
cash — the  exact  amount — or  by  post-office  money  order  (not 
postage  stamps),  and  should  he  addressed  to — 
THE  DIRECTOR, 

United  States  Geological  Survey, 
Washington,  D,  C. 

January,  1915. 
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iToTomber  12,  1928 


Dr.  (Jatewood 

1405  Peoples  Gas  Building 
Chicago ,  Illinois 

My  dear  Dr.  Oatewood: 

X  am  very  glad  to  coaaply  with  the  request 
which  cozaee  to  m  through  oar  Chicago  Office,  for  some 
information  about  the  G&tewood  f anally  end  in  connection 
with  the  Lincoln  family. 


leu  will  please  find  on  the  attached  sheet 

so&e  records  which  will  allow  you  to  appreciate  the  fewdly 

contacts  of  the  Satewood  and  Lincoln. 

Please  call  upon  me  if  I  can  be  of  any  further 


Respectfully  yours, 


mmmmmm^mmmm^^^m^^m^m^mmmmmm^  7>irector, 

LAljYL  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


John  Lincoln,  born  171 G  at  'f're  ahold  ,  1«  J*    marled  Hebecka  Flowers, 
July  5,  1743*    The  following  children  WNtiB  born  to  them*    Abraham,  lirnnah, 
lydia,  Iscac,  Jacob,  Joins,  Sar^h,  Th-Tiaas,  nnd  ftebeoca* 

Abraham  m&  Thomas ,name&  abo"n>,«oved  to  Kentucky,  the  render  settling 
near  kouicwille  the  latter  near  Lesingtcn*  or  ?*iere  these  cities  ere  now 
located* 

&br&2u*ai  wbi  ffet  grrndf *fch«r  of  tVeei&ent  Lincoln*    Thomas  la 
loo  ting  at  Wrington  settled  near  the  Gatewood  family  and  the  tine  families 
intermarried. 

Hhomas  Lincoln  who  married  &  Isabel*  Cisaer  had  the  following  children, 
Elisabeth,  Catherine,   ifeiragvet*  AhrehM  ,  George*  John,    ^Tidgiisanalt  * 

Peter  Gatewood  Hr*  sho  married   Sa-rah  ......  had  the  following  children; 

Thom  he  named  in  his  will  dated  Jau*l5,  1321$   listaheth.  Thorns,  Larkin, 
John,  Henry,  Peter,  and  Oatey. 

Pe**r  .Gatwwoed  £nriao  sssarri&d  fanny  named  in  his  will  dated   Apr.  18, 
1848,  the  following  children:    Ma£  MM  Lincoln,    and  Lucy  B.  Howard* 

George  Lincoln  married  Julia  Juan  Satewood   dates  unknown 
David  Lincoln   iaarrietf  llariali  G&teweod  on   Pec.  10,  182? 
Hannah  Lincoln  married   Thomas  Gatewood    in  1321* 
Bete  •  She  &arie$  Gatewood  named  above  is  said  to  haw©  been  the 
daughter  of  Lewie  O&tewood  of  Lexington,  Ky. 


LXKOQLHS    AMD    OAS 'S3  OOUS 


John  Lincoln,  bom  1716  at  rtedhald*  aV  J*    mrrl«4  Retook*  Aown, 
Jtfcy  5,  1743.    The  following  children  «etw  born  to  thou    AferihaB,  Hannah, 
Lydla,  Xt&ie,  Jacob,  John,  Sarah,  Thorn*,  and  Behtooa. 

sJarahm  and  rhoiaag ,naTMin  abors,a»rttd  to  X«atndSqr,tLe  former  aettlla* 
Mar  I-oul&Tille  fche  latter  aunt  L«xin^ ton,  or  ahere  theea  entice  ar<  no* 
located. 

Ahrriiiiw  was  the  &maft*suav  aj  ;br^ij.«^t  Lincoln*   ifeaans  in 
locating  at  Lexington  aenia'.  near  foe  Oatovood  f aaaly  an.:  the  tat  faadllee 
interaarriadU 

•a»aaa  Lincoln  uho  :ssrriod  laizajctti  C.^snvr  4*4  too  following  ehlldrenj 
lis&heth,  wathi.rlnav   fc&ragret,  Abrnhajs  ,  £aorge,  John,    ^«Yid,Hannam  • 

Pt#er  Oatewoou  aaurried   ;>.-rah  ......  had  Uu;  following  children: 

whoa  he  &&wi  in  iiiz.  will  Off***  «i:uuio,  tlttt  3  isobath,  7heaaaf  Lark  in, 
John,  Eenry,  Peter,  and  Qatar* 

Peter  *B|£*4ft§  Jr*  aho  «**rried  raaay  Mai  in  hia  ^111  datad    Apr.  18t 
1848,  Uie  following  ohilirant    Jiaia  Ann  Lincoln,   ana  Lucy  a.  Howard. 

George  Lincoln  married  Julia  Ana  Oataaaad  data  narane* 
Linco'la  xanrrleff     riafc  Gftteweod  on  Dae.  10,  18T 
Hannah  Lincoln  cmrriad  Thoaaa  Gat  eased   in  1821. 
S»te  -  The  tiariafc  Oatewood  naawd  shore  la  said  to  hare  bet*  the 
daughter  of  Lawia  Oataaoad  of  Lexington,  Ky, 


(February) 


KENTUCKY 

ROAD  REPORT 


THE  TOURING  BUREAU 


The  Louisville  Automobile  Club 

428  W.  Broadway     ♦     Louisville,  Kentucky 


February  12th,  1931. 
Louisville,  Kentucky. 

At  Harrodsburg,  in  the  Pioneer  Memorial 
State  Park,  is  the  cabin  in  which  Nancy  Hanks  and 
Thomas  Lincoln  were  married.    This  cabin  is  now  to  be 
enclosed  in  the  lovely  building  to  be  known  as  the 
Lincoln  Marriage  Temple.      The  site  is  not  the  original 
one,  however  as  the  log  building  was  moved  from  near 
Springfield,  Kentucky,  to  Harrodsburg. 

This  rustic  cabin  has  withstood  the  elements 
for  upwards  of  a  century.     It  will  now  be  preserved  for 
future  generations  who  will  visit  Kentucky.     The  Lincoln 
Marriage  Temple  was  begun  some  time  ago  and  it  is  hoped 
to  complete  it  by  early  June.     President  Hoover  has  been 
invited  to  a  celebration  in  Harrodsburg  on  June  12th  which 
will  mark  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  marriage  of  Nancy 
Hanks  and  Thomas  Lincoln. 

***** 

The  tunnel  route  out  of  Cha*tanooga  is  now 
open,  leaving  only  1.4  miles  gravel  between  /.attanooga  and 
Ringgold.     This  is  good  news  to  Florida-bound  travelers  as 
the  Fort  Oglethorpe  route  has  been  in  poor  condition.  The 
route  as  given  on  the  AAA  route  card  between  Chattanooga 
and  Atlanta  is  south  on  McCallie  Avenue  and  right  on  the 
Spring  Creek  (Lake)  Road. 
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The  Lincolns  in  Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky 

R.  GERALD  McMURTRY 


ELIZABETHTOWN— 1 793 

Elizabethtown  is  closely  associated  with  the  Lincoln  family.  It  is  the 
county  seat  of  Hardin  County,  and  is  located  in  Severn's  Valley.  The  set- 
tlement was  named  for  an  early  pioneer,  John  Severn,  who  was  the  first  to 
discover  the  valley1.  Elizabethtown  is  situated  approximately  fifty  miles 
south  of  Louisville  on  the  Dixie  Highway  U.  S.  31W.  In  1793  Colonel 
Andrew  Hynes2  had  the  settlement  surveyed  and  laid  off  into  lots  and 
streets,  but  the  town  was  not  regularly  established  until  the  July  term  of 
Court  in  17973. 

The  early  settlement  consisted  originally  of  three  forts  situated  on 
sites  suitable  for  resisting  Indian  attacks.  These  forts  formed  a  triangle, 
each  point  a  mile  apart4. 

The  forts  were  built  of  logs  and  probably  were  stockaded.  They  also 
served  as  homes,  and  they  were  occupied  by  the  Helm,  Haycraft,  and 
Hynes  families.  These  forts  were  frequently  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  early  history  of  Elizabethtown  has  some  vivid  stories  of  these  encount- 
ers5. The  town  was  named  Elizabethtown  for  the  wife  of  Andrew  Hynes, 
who  had  foreseen  the  possibilities  of  a  permanent  settlement  in  this 
place6. 

The  early  settlement  in  a  few  years  took  on  the  aspect  of  a  village,  and 
tradesmen,  professional  men,  and  others  came  to  reside  there.  Social  life 
was  developed  to  a  high  degree  and  schools  were  established,  provided  in 
most  cases  with  excellent  teachers.  Even  at  this  early  date  the  town  could 
occasionally  boast  of  theatricals,  and  a  dancing  master  lived  within  its 
limits  as  early  as  18007. 

The  village  was  not  an  unattractive8  settlement  inhabited  by  poor  and 
miserable  people,  but  was  a  village  composed  of  good  families  from  Penn- 


1.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  11. 

2.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  24. 

3.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  27. 

4.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  12. 

5.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  pages  12-13. 

6.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  24. 

7.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  74. 

8.  Beveridge,  Abraham  Lincoln,  page  22. 


sylvania,  Virginia,  and  numerous  other  states  and  countries— families 
who,  feeling  the  pioneer  spirit,  had  come  to  a  new  settlement  to  make 
their  homes,  which  was  at  that  time  the  far  west.  Such  was  the  town 
when  Thomas  Lincoln  arrived  there  possibly  for  the  first  time  in  the  year 

17969. 

THOMAS  LINCOLN  IN  ELIZABETHTOWN 

The  Lincoln  family  was  living  in  Jefferson  County,  an  adjoining 
county  of  Hardin,  when  the  early  settlement  of  Elizabethtown  was  started. 
A  tragedy10  was  to  occur  in  the  Lincoln  household  before  Thomas  Lincoln 
became  interested  in  the  little  settlement  to  the  south  of  Jefferson  County. 

Captain  Abraham  Lincoln,  grandfather  of  the  President,  migrated11 
from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  with  his  family  in  1782,  and  in  1786  when 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the  President,  was  ten  years  old,  his  father 
was  massacred  by  a  Wabash  Indian  who  was  with  a  raiding  party  of 
Indians  engaged  in  an  attack  against  the  white  settlements  near  Louisville. 

The  widow  and  her  five  children  moved  to  Washington  County12 
after  the  death  of  the  father,  and  the  first  record  of  Thomas  Lincoln, 
the  youngest  son,  in  Elizabethtown  is  July  13,  1796,  when  he  received 
$9-56  from  Samuel  Haycraft,13  probably  for  services  while  employed  by 
the  latter. 

On  August  27,  1797,  Thomas  Lincoln  is  listed  on  the  Hardin  County 
tax  list  as  twenty-one  years  old  or  over,14  which  indicates  that  he  was  still 
a  resident  of  Hardin  County,  and  as  he  received  pay  from  Samuel  Haycraft 
for  work  done  on  a  mill  and  mill  race,  located  just  over  the  limits  of 
Elizabethtown  on  Severn's  Valley  Creek,  one  would  infer  that  he  was 
probably  a  temporary  resident  of  Elizabethtown  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1797.15 

The  mill  and  mill  race  is  shown  on  an  early  map  of  Elizabethtown 
dated  August  19,  1816.  This  race  was  located  on  an  unimproved  plot  of 
ground  between  Cross  Street  (Dixie  Avenue)  on  the  south,  and  Poplar 
Street  on  the  north.  Race  Street,  the  street  nearest  the  mill  race,  was 
located  to  the  west,  and  Mill  and  Water  Streets  were  located  to  the  east. 
The  boundary  of  the  Elizabethtown  limits  to  the  east  was  the  Haycraft 
Line,  which  was  in  close  proximity  to  the  center  of  the  town.  The  prop- 
erty to  the  east  of  the  line  was  the  property  of  Samuel  Haycraft. 

During  Thomas  Lincoln's  residence  in  Elizabethtown  he  was  employed 
to  construct  a  saw  mill  for  Denton  Geoghegan;  after  he  had  completed 
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the  work  there  was  a  disagreement  between  Lincoln  and  Geoghegan  in 
regard  to  wages,  and  a  suit  was  taken  to  court.  In  a  magistrate's  court 
on  March  25,  1807,  Lincoln16  received  judgment  for  the  amount  due  and 
costs.  Geoghegan  appealed  the  case  but  the  magistrate's  decision  was 
confirmed. 

The  tradition  is  current  that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  an  expert  carpenter 
and  cabinet  maker,  and  that  many  houses  in  the  town  were  partly  con- 
structed by  him.17  There  is  a  possibility  that  some  of  these  houses  may 
be  standing  today.  Many  pieces  of  furniture  are  also  treasured  by  Eliza- 
bethtown  residents  as  being  the  work  of  Thomas  Lincoln. 

There  are  also  records  where  Lincoln  was  employed  as  a  guard18  of 
prisoners  in  Hardin  County,  and  he  served  on  juries19  on  numerous 
occasions. 

Documentary  evidence  through  court  records  and  early  manuscripts 
shows  that  Thomas  Lincoln  resided  permanently  in  Elizabethtown  from 
1803  to  1808. 20  Many  itemized  accounts  during  this  period  establish  the 
fact  that  Thomas  Lincoln  had  excellent  credit21  with  the  early  merchants, 
as  many  of  his  accounts  amount  to  as  high  as  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
in  some  cases  more.  These  accounts  also  show  where  payments  were 
made  and  the  accounts  squared. 

These  account  books  readily  prove  that  the  father  of  the  President 
was  reliable  and  dependable  in  financial  obligations,  and  that  he  was  also 
a  respectable  pioneer  citizen  of  the  community. 

On  June  12,  1806,  Thomas  Lincoln  journeyed  to  Washington  County 
and  married22  Nancy  Hanks.  With  his  bride  he  immediately  returned  to 
Elizabethtown  to  reside,  and  in  February  of  the  following  year  the 
couple's  first  child,  Sarah,  was  born. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1808  the  Lincoln  family  moved23  to  the  South 
Fork  farm  which  was  destined  to  be  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Lincoln,  however,  did  not  sever  his  connections  with  Elizabethtown, 
which  was  the  nearest  town  of  any  consequence  to  his  farm.  Since  the 
town  was  the  county  seat,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  come  there  occa- 
sionally in  order  to  transact  his  business  affairs  and  to  pay  his  taxes. 
Then,  too,  he  was  frequently  engaged  in  work  for  the  county  which 
necessitated  visiting  Elizabethtown. 

Little  Abraham,  who  was  born  on  the  South  Fork  farm,  February  12, 
1809,  very  probably  came  to  the  county  seat  with  his  father  on  county 
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court  days,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  migration  from  Kentucky,  Eliza- 
bethtown  was  the  largest  settlement  he  had  ever  seen. 

A  story  told  by  the  Hon.  John  B.  Helm,24  one  time  a  resident  of 
Hannibal,  Missouri,  relates  that  when  Helm  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
an  Elizabethtown  store  he  occasionally  saw  young  Abe.  Helm  states 
further  that  when  Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  I860, 
he  visited  Helm  in  Hannibal  and  said  to  the  men  who  had  accompanied 
him  to  see  his  friend: 

"Gentlemen,  here  is  the  first  man  I  ever  saw  that  wore  store  clothes 
all  the  week,  and  this  is  the  same  man  who  fed  me  sugar  as  I  sat  upon  a 
keg  in  the  store." 

This  story  is  purely  traditional  and  it  is  thought  that  Mr.  Helm  has 
confused  Lincoln  with  a  step-brother,  John  D.  Johnston,25  a  son  of  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston,  who,  as  Samuel  Haycraft  says,  helped  to  carry  bundles 
for  his  mother.  It  must  be  remembered  that  Lincoln  was  only  seven  years 
old  when  he  left  Kentucky. 

Sufficient  documentary  evidence  has  been  established  to  show  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  passed  through  Elizabethtown26  when  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily migrated  to  Indiana  in  the  year  1816. 

After  the  migration  of  the  Lincolns  to  Indiana  in  1816,  nothing  is 
heard  of  them  in  Elizabethtown  until  1818  when  Thomas  Lincoln,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  Nancy  Hanks,  returned  and  married  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston.27  The  couple  returned  immediately  to  Indiana. 

An  appropriate  bronze  tablet28  has  been  erected  in  the  Elizabethtown 
Court  House  yard  commemorating  the  fact  that  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Hanks  were  once  residents  of  the  town.  The  stone  base  for  the 
tablet  was  secured  from  the  farm  on  Mill  Creek  owned  by  Thomas 
Lincoln.  The  inscription  is  as  follows: 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
The  Parents  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 

Lived  in  Elizabethtown  from  the  time  of 
their  marriage,  June  12,  1806,  until  their  re- 
moval, in  the  fall  of  1808,  to  the  farm  near 
Hodgenville  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born. 
Sarah,  their  first  child,  was  born  here. 
A  year  after  the  death  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  in  Indiana,  Thomas  Lincoln  returned 
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and  on  December  2,  1819,  married  here 
Mrs.  Sally  Bush  Johnston,  a  resident  of 
Elizabethtown,  who  became  the  beloved 
Foster  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.29 

THE  ELIZABETHTOWN-LINCOLN  CABIN 

That  Thomas  Lincoln  lived  in  Elizabethtown  is  a  fact  beyond  doubt, 
but  as  to  the  location  of  his  home,  and  the  town  lots  that  he  paid  taxes30 
on,  they  have  yet  to  be  discovered.  It  is  most  likely  that  a  cabin  was 
built  by  Thomas  Lincoln  before  his  marriage  to  Nancy  Hanks  in  1806, 
and  it  resembled  the  cabin  located  on  the  South  Fork  farm.  Thomas  and 
Nancy  probably  moved  into  this  home  immediately  upon  their  arrival  at 
Elizabethtown  from  Washington  County. 

In  1793  when  the  town  was  laid  off  into  streets  and  alleys  by  Andrew 
Hynes  on  his  land,  fifty-one  lots  were  surveyed,  each  containing  one-half 
acre,  with  the  exception  of  the  corner  lots  on  the  public  square,  which 
contained  one-quarter  of  an  acre.  Several  sales  were  conducted  by  the 
town  trustees,  and  the  most  desirable  properties  sold  for  as  much  as  three 
pounds  ten  shillings,  and  others  went  lower. 

Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  in  his  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky, 
written  in  1869,  says  that  Thomas  Lincoln  erected  a  dwelling  in  Elizabeth- 
town  which  was  then  still  standing.31  It  is  very  likely  that  Haycraft  has 
confused  the  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  cabin,  which  was  standing  in  1869, 
with  the  cabin  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  Thomas  Lincoln 
cabin  was  standing  in  Elizabethtown  in  1869. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  Thomas  Lincoln  built  a  cabin32  just  over  the 
Haycraft  Line  outside  the  city  limits,  on  a  lot  originally  owned  by  Hay- 
craft, but  then  most  likely  owned  by  Robert  Houston.  The  site  is  300  feet 
north  of  the  Dixie  Highway  over  Severn's  Valley  Creek,  near  the  L.  &  N. 
railroad  bridge,  which  is  situated  near  the  depot.  An  old  poplar  tree 
stood  near  the  site  until  a  few  years  ago. 

Under  the  date  of  the  September  Term  of  Court  in  the  year  1812,33 
Samuel  Haycraft  writes  of  a  doggery  (groggery)  in  the  present  Jones 
House  above  the  Eagle  House  (Smith  Hotel  site)  as  the  only  log  house 
of  an  ancient  date  (probably  referring  to  construction)  standing,  except 
the  old  cabin  that  the  father  of  the  President  lived  in.  This  cabin  un- 
doubtedly was  not  within  the  city  limits  of  the  original  town,  but  across 
the  Haycraft  Line,  and  was  probably  the  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  cabin  which 
has  been  confused  in  so  many  instances  with  the  home  of  Thomas  Lincoln. 
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MAP  OF  ELIZABETHTOWN,  KENTUCKY 


Legend 

A.  Elizabethtown  Court  House  Square. 

B.  Site  where  the  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  cabin  stood,  after  being  moved 

from  lot  G. 

C.  Site  of  mill  which  Thomas  Lincoln  helped  to  construct  in  1797. 

D.  Site  of  the  old  Severn's  Valley  Baptist  Church,  the  oldest  organiza- 
tion of  that  faith  extant  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains. 

E.  Home  of  Benjamin  Ogden,  the  first  Methodist  preacher  in  the  western 

country. 

F.  An  early  Elizabethtown  tannery. 

G.  The  lot  on  which  the  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  cabin  was  originally 
erected,  containing  one  and  one-quarter  acres  of  ground,  the  property 
of  Sarah  Bush  Johnston.  Deed  Book  G,  page  213 — Deed  Book  L, 
page  219. 

Lot  25,  The  lot  on  which  the  Samuel  Patton  house  stood,  where  Thomas 

Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  were  married. 
Lot    1,  The  lot  on  which  Benjamin  Helm  constructed  in  1802  one  of 
the  first  brick  houses  in  the  western  country.   (Skaggs  Building.) 
Note:  All  of  the  lots  to  the  west  of  the  Haycraft  Line  were  orig- 
inally the  property  of  Andrew  Hynes,  while  all  of  the  property  east  of 
the  Haycraft  Line  was  originally  the  property  of  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr. 

On  the  north  side  of  (Severn's)  Valley  Creek  is  shown  the  mill  race 
that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  employed  to  construct  by  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr. 

ELIZABETHTOWN 
Lot  Owners  1797 
(Year  town  was  regularly  established) 

1.  James  Crutcher      18.  James  Crutcher    35.   Samuel  Bush 

2.  Ichabod  Radley      19.  Benjamin  Helm    36.   George  Helm 

3   20.  William  Muller    37.   Samuel  Bush 

4.  Joseph  Chaflin  21.   Morris  Miles        38.  Isaac  Bush 

5.  James  Crutcher  22.   James  Crutcher    39.  James  Crutcher 

6.  Charles  Helm  23.  Edward  Rawlings  40.  James  Crutcher 

7.  Benjamin  Helm  24.   Morris  Miles       41.  Benjamin  Helm 

8.  Benjamin  Helm  25.  Aaron  Rawlings  42.  Benjamin  Helm 

9.  Asa  Coombs  26.   Aaron  Rawlings  43.  Bleakly  &  Montgomery 

10.  Andrew  Hynes     27.  Aaron  Rawlings  44.  Bleakly  &  Montgomery 

11.  George  Helm       28.   Christopher  Bush  45.   Benjamin  Helm 

12   29.   Andrew  Hynes     46.   Bleakly  &  Montgomery 

13.  David  Vance  30.  James  Perciful     47.   Bleakly  &  Montgomery 

14.  George  Helm  31.  Christopher  Bush  48.  James  Crutcher 

15.  Samuel  Bush  32.  Andrew  Hynes  49  

16.  Daniel  Wade  33.  Christopher  Bush  50  

17   34.  Garrard  Bowling  51  


In  the  year  1808  Thomas  Lincoln  listed  for  taxes  two  lots34  in  Eliza- 
bethtown,  originally  owned  by  Hynes.  The  taxes  were  paid  on  an  assessed 
valuation  of  $40.00.  This  valuation  of  the  property  indicates  that  a  cabin 
was  probably  located  on  one  of  the  lots.  Haycraft,  in  describing  the  town 
in  1801,  states  that  buildings  were  erected  by  George  Berry,  Jacob  Bruner, 
Samuel  Patton,  Mrs.  Jane  Ewin,  Mrs.  Boling,  Mrs.  Llewellyn,  Thomas 
Lincoln  (father  of  the  President),  James  Crutcher,  Asa  Coombs,#Thomas 
Davis,  Henry  Ewin,  James  Love  and  David  Vance.  In  describing  these 
buildings  Haycraft  says  that  hewed  log  houses  were  gradually  replacing 
round  log  houses,  and  that  these  buildings  had  shingled  roofs  fastened 
with  poplar  pegs,  plank  floors  and  windows  with  sash  and  glass  or 
greased  paper  instead  of  glass.  From  this  description  it  is  evident  that 
the  cabin  homes  in  Elizabethtown  were  comfortable  and  suitable  to 
pioneer  needs. 

The  alley  on  which  the  traditional  Lincoln  cabin  stood  was  not  up 
to  the  year  1820  within  the  town  limits  and  was  not  subject  to  town  tax. 
The  eastern  boundary  of  the  town  was  the  Haycraft  Line  separating 
Haycraft's  land  from  that  of  Hynes.  The  cabin  mentioned  by  early  biog- 
raphers stood  on  Haycraft's  land,  while  the  tax  list  shows  Lincoln's 
holding  to  have  been  on  land  originally  owned  by  Hynes  within  the  town 
limits. 

A  cabin  of  which  a  picture  has  been  published  by  G.  A.  Carpenter, 
once  a  resident  of  Elizabethtown,  and  copyrighted  by  S.  W.  Hayward  in 
1908  as  the  early  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  thought  by  some  to 
be  the  Elizabethtown  Lincoln  cabin,  have  confused  the  Sarah  Bush  John- 
ston cabin  for  that  of  the  cabin  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  The  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston  cabin  was  located  just  out  of  the  city  limits  as  it  was  over  the 
Haycraft  Line. 

It  is  probable  that  Thomas  Lincoln  constructed  more  than  one  cabin 
in  Elizabethtown  which  has  caused  so  many  conflicting  statements  to  be 
made  as  to  the  location  of  his  home.  However,  it  is  likely  that  Lincoln 
lived  in  only  one  cabin  in  Elizabethtown,  and  the  cabin  belonging  to 
Sarah  Bush  Johnston  had  no  connection  with  the  Lincoln  family  until  the 
year  1819  when  Thomas  Lincoln  married35  Mrs.  Johnston.  The  picture 
of  the  Elizabethtown  cabin  should  never  be  confused  with  the  Thomas 
Lincoln  cabin,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  picture  is  hereafter  used  it 
will  be  correctly  called  the  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  step-mother. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  undiscovered  Lincoln  lots  will  some  day 
be  known.  Numerous  court  records  and  early  manuscripts  have  as  yet 
failed  to  reveal  their  location,  but  it  is  hoped  that  research  will  continue 
until  they  are  discovered.  The  discovery  of  these  lots  would  be  quite  an 
asset  to  historic  Elizabethtown. 

SARAH  BUSH  JOHNSTON 

Sarah  Bush  Johnston  was  the  daughter  of  Christopher  Bush,36  who 
settled  in  Elizabethtown  at  an  early  period.  He  was  of  German  descent, 
and  was  a  very  industrious  and  influential  citizen.   His  family  was  un- 
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usually  large.  Most  of  the  Bush  family  eventually  left  Kentucky,  but 
Sarah  Bush  remained  as  she  had  married  Daniel  Johnston,37  a  jailor  of 
Hardin  County.  Daniel  Johnston  died  about  1816,  leaving  her  with  three 
children.  She  continued  to  reside  in  Elizabethtown. 

As  Thomas  Lincoln's  wife,  Nancy  Hanks,  had  died  in  October,  1818, 
while  living  in  Indiana,  he  decided  to  visit  Elizabethtown  again,  and  while 
there  to  call  upon  his  former  sweetheart.  He  was  a  very  successful  suitor 
and  on  December  2,  1819,  he  was  married  to  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Johnston  by  Rev.  George  L.  Rogers,38  who  was  a  minister  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church. 

Sarah  Bush  Johnston  in  1818  purchased  from  Samuel  Haycraft  a  small 
plot  of  land  containing  one  and  one-quarter  acres  located  just  over  the 
Haycraft  Line  and  just  outside  the  city  limits.  The  lot  containing  one 
and  one-quarter  acres  is  recorded  in  Deed  Book  G,  page  213.  The  price 
paid  for  the  tract  was  $25.00. 

This  lot  belonging  to  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  had  a  small  cabin,  built  on 
it,  in  which  she  lived.  This  cabin  was  located  in  the  rear  of  the  lot  on 
Main  Street  between  Poplar  Street  and  Cross  Street.  This  cabin  of  which 
there  is  a  picture  extant  has  often  been  confused  with  the  unknown  home 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  has  often  been  erroneously  attributed  to  be  the 
home  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

On  December  2,  1819,  when  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  John- 
ston were  married,  the  wedding  was  held  in  a  larger  house  that  adjoined 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Johnston.  This  log  house  was  built  by  Samuel 
Patton39  on  Main  Street  and  was  directly  in  front  of  the  small  cabin. 
The  larger  house  was  better  suited  for  the  large  crowd  which  was 
probably  present  at  this  ceremony.  The  house  in  the  year  1819  belonged 
to  Hon.  Benjamin  Chapeze,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  who  most  likely  was 
living  there  at  that  time.  The  Chapeze  family  resided  in  the  Patton  house 
until  the  14th  of  April,  1828,  when  they  sold  the  property  to  Thomas  J. 
Walker.40 

The  building  in  which  the  wedding  was  held  was  demolished  in  1922 
and  a  large  brick  garage  building  was  erected  upon  the  site.  On  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1927,  the  Elizabethtown  Woman's  Club  appropriately  marked 
the  site  by  placing  a  bronze  marker  on  the  new  building.  The  tablet 
contains  the  following  words: 

In  a  House 
Which  Stood  Upon  This  Lot 
Were  Married  on  December  2,  1819 
Thomas  Lincoln 
The  Father 
and 

Sarah  Bush  Johnston 
The  Foster-Mother 
of 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Elizabethtown  Woman's  Club 
  Feb.  12,  1927 

37.  Elizabethtown  Woman's  Club,  0.480,  Warren. 
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Immediately  after  the  wedding  Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife,  with  her 
three  children,  left  for  the  Lincoln  home  in  Indiana  where  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston  was  to  become  the  most  noble  step-mother  of  all  history. 

The  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  property  was  not  sold  on  her  removal,  and 
she  retained  possession  of  it  until  1829  when  the  property  was  sold  by 
her  to  a  Mr.  Wathen  (Deed  Book  L,  Page  219)  for  the  sum  of  $125.00. 
Thomas  Lincoln's  name  according  to  law  appeared  with  that  of  his  wife 
on  the  deed,  and  the  selling  of  this  property  was  to  be  his  last  connection 
with  Elizabethtown  with  which  he  had  been  closely  associated  from  the 
year  1796. 

ELIZABETHTOWN— MARRIAGE  CONTACTS 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  Abraham  Lincoln's  marriage  to  Mary  Todd 
would  indirectly  connect  him  with  three  prominent  Elizabethtown  charac- 
ters, two  of  whom  were  connected  with  the  town's  early  history,  and 
possibly  one,  an  acquaintance  of  his  father,  and  the  other  to  be  his  friend, 
a  leader  in  a  cause  which  he  had  to  wage  a  determined  fight  to  subdue. 

Todd-Helm  Connection 

Ben  Hardin  Helm,  a  native  of  Elizabethtown  and  a  son  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Kentucky,  John  L.  Helm  (1850-52,  '67),  married  Emilie  Todd,41 
a  half-sister  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln.  Emilie  Todd  was  a  favorite  sister 
of  Mary  Todd,  and  she  and  her  husband  connected  Lincoln  indirectly 
with  his  early  home  in  Kentucky. 

Lincoln  and  Helm  were  not  acquainted  at  the  time  of  Helm's  marriage, 
but  in  1857  Ben  Hardin  Helm  had  occasion  to  go  to  Springfield,  Illinois,42 
on  a  law  case  and  while  there  he  visited  with  the  Lincolns  a  week,  and 
he  and  Lincoln  became  great  friends,  although  their  political  ideas  were 
very  different. 

Lincoln  and  Helm  had  much  in  common  as  they  were  both  from  the 
same  community  in  Kentucky,  having  been  born  about  fourteen  miles 
apart,  and  Lincoln  made  many  inquiries  about  Elizabethtown  and  Hardin 
County. 

As  a  result  of  this  close  friendship,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  Lincoln, 
in  April,  1861,  offered  Helm,  who  was  a  West  Point  graduate,  the  office 
of  paymaster43  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  Union  Army.  This  office 
was  a  very  coveted  one,  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  very  anxious  to  have  her 
sister  live  with  her  in  the  White  House,  but  Helm  after  considering  the 
matter  chose  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederacy,  and  on  September  20, 
1863,  Gen.  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  Commander  of  the  Orphan  Brigade,  gave 
his  life  for  the  South  on  the  Battlefield  at  Chickamauga.44 

The  remains  of  Gen.  Ben  Hardin  Helm  are  today  interred  in  the  Helm 
Cemetery  one  mile  north  of  Elizabethtown  on  the  Dixie  Highway  U.  S. 
31  W. 


41.  Katherine  Helm' — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  IS. 

42.  Katherine  Helm — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  15. 

43.  Katherine  Helm — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  183. 

44.  Katherine  Helm — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  216. 


Helm-Edwards  Connection 

Major  Benjamin  Helm,  a  resident  of  Elizabethtown,  married  the 
daughter  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Edwards.45  His  wife,  Mary  Edwards,  was  a 
sister  of  Governor  Ninian  Edwards  of  Illinois. 

The  son  of  Governor  Edwards,  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,46  while  a 
student  of  Transylvania  University  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  married 
Elizabeth  Todd,  a  sister  of  Mary  Todd. 

It  was  in  the  home  of  Ninan  Wist  Edwards  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
married  to  Mary  Todd,  and  it  was  in  this  house  that  Mary  Lincoln  died47 
in  1882. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Major  Benjamin  Helm  erected  a  brick 
building48  in  Elizabethtown  in  1802  which  is  standing  today  (Skaggs 
property).  This  building  was  one  of  the  first  brick  structures  to  be 
erected  in  the  middle  west,  and  it  is  an  odd  circumstance  that  the  building 
was  erected  across  from  the  alley  and  within  twenty-five  feet  of  the 
Samuel  Patton  house  in  which  Thomas  Lincoln  married  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston  in  1819. 

Green-Edwards  Connection 

General  Duff  Green,  an  early  Elizabethtown  merchant  and  school 
teacher,  married  Lucretia  Edwards,49  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Ed- 
wards and  a  sister  of  Governor  Ninian  Edwards  of  Illinois. 

General  Green  was  a  very  prominent  character  who  became  influential 
in  national  politics,  as  he  was  a  close  friend  of  President  Andrew  Jackson 
and  a  member  of  his  "Kitchen  Cabinet",50  a  group  of  men  who  more  or 
less  controlled  the  destinies  of  the  nation.  Even  during  Lincoln's  admin- 
istration he  was  confronted  with  the  tremendous  power  and  influence  of 
Duff  Green,  a  southern  political  leader. 

General  Green  resided  in  the  old  Patton  House  in  Elizabethtown 
which  he  bought  in  February,  1814,  and  he  lived  there  until  1817. 51 
The  old  Patton  house  was  the  house  in  which  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston  were  married  December  2,  1819. 

LINCOLN-HAYCRAFT  LETTERS 

Samuel  Haycraft  (Junior),  a  resident  of  Elizabethtown,  received  five 
letters  from  Abraham  Lincoln.  Four  of  these  letters  were  written  while 
Lincoln  was  a  presidential  candidate,  and  one  was  written  seven  days 
after  his  election.  Three  of  the  letters  are  of  a  political  nature,  and  the 
remaining  two  concern  Lincoln's  parentage  and  his  seven-year  residence 
in  Kentucky. 

Exhibit  One.  Springfield,  Illinois,  May  28,  1860. 

Hon.  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
Dear  Sir : 

Your  recent  letter  without  date  is  received.  Also  a  copy  of  your  speech  on  the 
contemplated  Daniel  Boone  Monument,  which  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  read.  In 
the  main  you  are  right  about  my  history.  My  father  was  Thomas  Lincoln,  and 
Mrs.  Sally  Johnston  was  his  second  wife.  You  are  mistaken  about  my  mother.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  Hanks.  I  was  born  February  12,  1809,  near  where  Hog- 
ginsville  ( Hodgenville)  now  is,  then  in  Hardin  County.    I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 

45.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  60. 

46.  Katherine  Helm — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  17. 

47.  Katherine  Helm — Mary,  Wife  of  Lincoln,  page  299. 

48.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  75. 

49.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  111. 

50.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  111. 

51.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  138. 


you,  though  I  very  well  know  who  you  are — so  well  that  I  recognized  your  hand- 
writing, on  opening  your  letter,  before  I  saw  the  signature.  My  recollection  is  that 
Ben  Helm  was  the  first  clerk,  that  you  succeeded  him,  that  Jack  Thomas  and  William 
Farleigh  graduated  in  the  same  office,  and  that  your  handwritings  were  all  very 
similar.    Am  I  right? 

My  father  has  been  dead  near  ten  years;  but  my  step-mother  (Mrs.  Johnston)  is 
still  living. 

I  am  really  very  glad  of  your  letter,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  another  at 

any  time.52  ,,  , 

Yours  very  truly,  .  , 

A.  Lincoln. 

Major  Ben  Helm  was  appointed  clerk  pro  tempore  during  the  June 
term  of  court,  1799-  He  gave  bond  for  $3,000  with  John  Rowan  and 
Felix  Grundy  as  sureties.53 

Jack  Thomas  worked  as  a  deputy  clerk  of  the  Hardin  County  court 
in  1807-1808.  In  May,  1810,  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Grayson 
Circuit  court  and  during  the  same  year  he  received  the  appointment  of 
clerk  of  the  Grayson  County  court.  His  father,  Hardin  Thomas,  resided 
in  a  house  in  Elizabethtown,  in  which  the  joiner's  work  was  constructed 
by  Thomas  Lincoln.54 

William  Farleigh  was  sworn  in  as  Deputy  Court  Clerk  of  the  Hardin 
County  court,  January  20,  1817. 55 

Exhibit  Two.  (Private)  Springfield,  Illinois,  June  4,  1860. 

Hon.  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  second  letter,  dated  May  31st,  is  received.  You  suggest  that  a  visit  to  the 
place  of  my  nativity  might  be  pleasant  to  me.  Indeed  it  would.  But  would  it  be  safe  ? 
Would  not  the  people  lynch  me  ? 

The  place  on  Knob  Creek,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Read,  I  remember  very  well ;  but 
I  was  not  born  there.  As  my  parents  have  told  me,  I  was  born  on  Nolin,  very  much 
nearer  Hodgen's  Mill  than  the  Knob  Creek  place  is.  My  earliest  recollection,  how- 
ever, is  of  the  Knob  Creek  place.  Like  you,  I  belonged  to  the  Whig  party  from  its 
origin  to  its  close.  I  never  belonged  to  the  American  party  organization  ;  nor  even 
to  a  party  called  a  Union  party,  though  I  hope  I  neither  am,  nor  ever  have  been, 
less  devoted  to  the  Union  than  .yourself  or  any  other  patriotic  man. 

It  may  be  altogether  without  interest  to  let  you  know  that  my  wife  is  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Robert  S.  Todd,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  that  a  half-sister  of  hers  is  the 
wife  of  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  born  and  raised  at  your  town,  but  residing  at  Louisville 
now,  as  I  believe.56  ,r  , 

Yours  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  on  the  South  Fork  of  Nolin  River.  This 
river  has  more  bends  and  turns  than  any  river  in  the  United  States  accord- 
ing to  a  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  in  March, 
1932.  The  river  winds  twenty  miles  to  the  air  line  distance  of  six  miles. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  an  early  pioneer  named  Linn  disappeared 
while  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river;  probably  he  was  drowned  or  killed  by 
the  Indians,  and  as  the  searchers  reported  "No  Linn"  the  name  Nolin 
was  given  to  the  river. 

Exhibit  Three.  Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  16,  1860. 

Hon.  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
My  Dear  Sir  : 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  who  was  here  a  week  writing  to  that 
paper,  represents  me  as  saying  I  have  been  invited  to  visit  Kentucky,  but  that  I 

52.  Nicolay  &  Hay.   Complete  Works  of  A.  L.    Vol.  6,  p.  21. 

53.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  45. 

54.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  55. 

55.  Haycraft's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  page  66. 

56.  Nicolay  &  Hay,  Complete  Works  of  A.  L.    Vol.  6,  page  39. 


suspected  it  was  a  trap  to  inveigle  me  into  Kentucky  in  order  to  do  violence  to  me. 

This  is  wholly  a  mistake.  I  said  no  such  thing.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  did 
possibly  mention  my  correspondence  with  you,  but  very  certainly  I  was  not  guilty  of 
stating  or  intimating  a  suspicion  of  any  intended  violence,  deception,  or  other  wrong 
against  me  by  you  or  any  other  Kentuckian. 

Thinking  this  Herald  correspondence  must  reach  you,  I  think  it  due  to  myself 
to  enter  my  protest  against  this  part  of  it. 

I  scarcely  think  the  correspondent  was  malicious,  but  rather  that  he  misused 
what  was  said.57 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Exhibit  Four.  Springfield,  Illinois,  August  23,  1860. 

Hon.  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
My  Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  19th  just  received.  I  now  fear  I  may  have  given  you  some  uneasi- 
ness by  my  last  letter.  I  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  I  had,  to  any  extent,  been 
involved  or  embarrassed  by  you ;  nor  yet  to  draw  from  you  anything  to  relieve  myself 
from  difficulty.  My  only  object  was  to  assure  you  that  I  had  not,  as  represented  by 
the  Herald-  correspondent,  charged  you  with  an  attempt  to  inveigle  me  into  Kentucky 
to  do  me  violence.  I  believe  no  such  thing  of  you  or  of  Kentuckians  generally ;  and 
I  dislike  to  be  represented  to  them  as  slandering  them  in  any  way.58 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Immediately  after  Lincoln's  election  Samuel  Haycraft,  Jr.,  no  doubt 
wrote  to  Lincoln  asking  him  to  use  his  influence  in  securing  the  position 
of  postmaster  of  Elizabethtown  for  D.  C.  S.  Wintersmith. 

R.  L.  Wintersmith,  Sr.,  voted  for  Lincoln  in  his  first  campaign  for 
the  presidency,  and  he  was  the  only  man  living  in  Elizabethtown  to  cast 
his  vote  for  Lincoln.  Immediately  after  Lincoln's  election,  he  went  to 
Washington  and  called  upon  the  President,  and  while  there  he  secured 
the  appointment  of  his  son,  D.  C.  S.  Wintersmith,  to  the  office  of  post- 
master of  Elizabethtown.59 

Exhibit  Five.  Springfield,  111.,  Nov.  13,  1860. 

Hon.  Samuel  Haycraft, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
My  Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  19th  is  just  received.  I  can  only  answer  briefly.  Rest  assured  fully 
that  the  good  people  of  the  South,  who  will  put  themselves  in  the  same  temper  and 
mood  towards  me  which  you  do,  will  find  no  cause  to  complain  of  me. 

While  I  cannot,  as  yet,  make  any  committal  as  to  offices,  I  sincerely  hope  I  may 
find  it  in  my  power  to  oblige  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wintersmith.60 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

SUMMARY  OF  LINCOLN-ELIZABETHTOWN  CONTACTS 

The  Hardin  county  court  house  located  in  Elizabethtown  is  one  of  the 
chief  documentary  sources  of  Lincolniana  in  Kentucky.61 

In  1797  Thomas  Lincoln  was  employed  by  Samuel  Haycraft,  Sr.,  to 
work  on  a  mill  race  just  outside  the  limits  of  Elizabethtown.62 

Thomas  Lincoln  owned,  and  paid  taxes  on,  two  lots  within  the  city 

57.  Nicolay  &  Hay,  Complete  Works  of  A.  L.    Vol.  6,  page  51. 

58.  Nicolay  &  Hay,  Complete  Works  of  A.  L.    Vol.  6,  page  53. 

59.  Sommer's  History  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  Chapter  IX. 

60.  Nicolay  &  Hay,  Complete  Works  of  A.  L.,  Vol.  6,  page  69. 

61.  Warren,  Lincoln's  Parentage  and  Childhood,  opposite  page  112. 

62.  Lincoln  Lore  No.  44. 


limits  of  Elizabethtown.03  He  worked  as  a  laborer,  carpenter  and  cabinet 
maker  while  living  in  Elizabethtown.64 

Immediately  after  their  marriage  on  June  12,  1806,  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  Nancy  Hanks  made  their  first  home  in  Elizabethtown.65 

Sarah  Lincoln,  an  older  sister  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  born  in  Eliza- 
bethtown, February  10,  1807. 66 

Of  the  total  value  of  property  listed  in  1814  in  which  there  are 
ninety-eight  persons  listed,  only  fifteen  show  a  greater  property  value 
than  that  of  Thomas  Lincoln.07 

Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  year  1816  passed  through  Elizabethtown  on 
the  way  to  Indiana.68 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Christopher  Bush  signed  the  Lincoln-Johnston 
marriage  bond  in  Elizabethtown,  December  2,  1819. 69 

Thomas  Lincoln  married  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Bush  Johnston,  in 
Elizabethtown,  December  2,  1819.™ 

Rev.  George  L.  Rogers,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
performed  the  marriage  ceremony  for  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston.71. 

Peter  Cartright,  the  noted  pioneer  Methodist  preacher,  and  an  oppo- 
nent of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1846  for  Congress,  voted  in  an  Elizabethtown 
election  in  1822. 72 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  sold  their  real  estate  in 
Elizabethtown  to  a  man  named  Wathen  in  1829  for  $125. 00.73 

The  nephew  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Helm74  and  Mrs.  Duff  Green,75  resi- 
dents of  Elizabethtown,  married  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln.76 

Abraham  Lincoln,  while  a  candidate  and  president-elect  in  I860,  wrote 
five  letters  to  Samuel  Haycraft,  a  resident  of  Elizabethtown.77 

Major  Ben  Hardin  Helm,  a  native  of  Elizabethtown,  and  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  buried  in  the  Helm  cemetery  a  mile 
north  of  the  Elizabethtown  court  house.78 

Robert  L.  Wintersmith,  Sr.,  was  the  only  man  in  Elizabethtown  who 
voted  for  Lincoln  in  I860.79 

General  Duff  Green,  who  married  Lucretia  Edwards,  an  aunt  of  Ninan 
Wirt  Edwards,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  lived  in 
the  same  house  in  Elizabethtown  in  which  Thomas  Lincoln  was  married 
to  Sarah  Bush  Johnston.80 

In  1864  Abraham  Lincoln  received  in  Elizabethtown  thirty  votes  for 
the  presidency.81 
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Wrv^  ^  1SU~         e£^uk  - 


September  21,  1934 


Mrs.  Mm  3.  Jobuach 
5434  University  Are. 
Chicago,  111. 

My  dear  Madam: 

I  regret  ray  delay  in  reply  to  your 
letter,  bat  I  feel  I  em  net  g<  lag  to  be  able  to 
help  yon  very  much. 

Of  course  the  beet  authority  is  Waldo 
Lincoln1 s  history  of  the  Lincoln  family,  which  2 
expect  Is  available  to  yon.    It  gives  practically 
all  that  i#  known,  or  at  least  all  that  has  been 
pot  in  available  form.    The  Lincoln  History  claims 
that  Mishal  "married  probably  In  1781  Bacbael 
Thompson  of  Mlf finbnrg,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  bom 
October  24,  1793  near  Miffinburg  and  died  June  28, 
1848  in  Hartley  township,  Union  County, " 

I  trust  this  will  help  you  in  your  quest 
and  If  I  can  do  more,  I  will  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

Very  sincerely, 


Director 

Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 


(  H 


September  31,  1934 


Mrs.  t.  B.  Jobusch 
6434  University  Ave. 
Chicago,  111. 

My  dear  Madam: 

I  regret  my  delay  in  reply  to  your 
letter,  out  I  feel  I  em  not  g  lag  to  be  able  to 
help  you  very  ranch. 

Of  course  the  best  authority  is  Waldo 
Lincoln* £  history  of  the  Lincoln  family,  which  X 
expect  is  available  to  you.    It  gives  practically 
all  that  is  known,  or  at  least  all  that  has  been 
pot  in  available  for®.    The  Lincoln  History  claims 
that  Kishal  -married  probably  in  1781  Bachael 
Shompson  of  Mif finburg,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  bom 
October  24,  17GC  near  Miffinborg  and  died  June  28, 
1848  in  Hartley  township.  Union  Bounty** 

I  treat  this  will  help  you  in  your  euesi 
and  if  I  can  do  more,  I  will  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

Very  sincerely, 


LaViia 


Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
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May  26,  1938. 


LINCOLN  LORE, 

Lincoln  Natl.  Life  Ins.  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Gentlemen :- 

That  it  may  not  possibly  escape  your  attention,  I  see  in 
the  Congressional  Record,  Appendix,  Page  9811,  an  address  by  Sen- 
ator Lister  Hill  (Ala.),  quoting  an  article  tty  Dr.  Roy  P.  Basler, 
Alabama  Teachers  College,  on  "Abraham  Lincoln — Artist." 

Possibly  this  also  is  of  interest:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L7 
Grlbbin,  160  S.  Limestone  St.,  this  city,  recently  purchased  an  old 
home  and  property  once  owned  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  located  at  South 
Elkhorn,  on  the  Harrodsburg  Road  (U.  S.  68)  seven  miles  south  of 
Lexington.    They  operate  an  antique  shop  at  160  S.  Limestone,  and 
have  been  endeavoring  to  restore  the  Thomas  Lincoln  home  and  will 
use  it  as  an  antique  shop  also.        The  house  at  South  Elkhorn  is 
authenticated  in  Will  Townsend's  book,  "Lincoln's  Wife's  Home  Town." 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  get  out  there  to  see  the  house,  but 
expect  to  do  so  soon.    I  thought  you  might  want  to  write  Wm.  H. 
Townsend  for  information  about  it. 


Yours  sincere 


C.  Frank  Dunn,  Secretary. 


May  31,  1938 


Mr.  0.  Frank  Dunn 
Phoenix  Hotel 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr.  Dunn: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  Inters  a  ting  in- 
formation in  your  letter  of  May  26.    We  will  moet 
certainly  refer  to  the  Congressional  Ha  cord  for  the  Hill 
article,  and  we  are  also  pleased  to  note  the  acquisition 
of  the  Lincoln  Para  by  Mr.  and  Mrs .  3.  "..  Chribbin. 

Var.;  truly  yours, 


Director 


June  21,  1958 


Mr*  acd  Mrs.  S.  L.  Gribbin 
160  8.  Limestone  St. 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

Bear  Mr.  and  Hk*.  Gribbin? 

I  bare  recently  been  advised  by  C.  Frank 
Sunn  that  you  have  acquired  the  old  Thorns  Lincoln 
property  on  the  Harrodaburg  Boad, 

It  appears  to  me  that  you  should  hare 
copies  of  a  bulletin  which  we  publish  each  week  one 
of  which  I  am  glad  |o  enclose  and  we  are  placing 
your  name  on  our  mailing  list  to  receive  subsequent 
issues.    Of  coarse  they  are  sent  gratis  and  we  are 
very  glad  indeed  to  learn  of  your  acquisition  of  the 
old  Lincoln  home* 

"  Very  truly  yours, 


Uirtli  Director 
L  .A.Warren 


r 
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Preston  Arms, 
High  and  Rose  Sts. 
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March  13,  1944. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  7/ayne,  Ir.d. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


PS--Dr. J .Archer  Gray , Presbyterian  minister, 
today  told  me  an  interesting  story  of  a  visit  of 
Prest.  Lincoln  to  Henry  Ward  Beecher--I  asked  him 
to  write  it  out  and  mail  it  to  you,  for  your 
Lincoln  lore. 


In  browsing  through  some  back  issues  of  the  Filson  Club  Quarterly,  I  was 
interested  in  again  reading  your  article  in  the  April,  1938,  number.    Recently,  as 
I  believe  I  advised  you,  I  have  been  platting  Fayette  County,  from  the  original 
grants,  and  then  taking  apart  the  grants  to  thoroughly  familiarize  myself  with 
the    character  and  location  of  the  early  settlers  around  here. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  while  taking  apart  the  Mary  Frazer  Military  grant,  which 

was  purchased  at  a  very  early  date  by  Lewis  Craig,  I  of  course  fitted  in  the  290  acres 

bought  by  Thomas  Lincoln  from  Craig  Nov.  14,  1792,  and,  similar  to  my  work  on  the 

other  tracts  in  this  military  survey,  brought  it  up  the  present  day.    I  noticed  you 

said,  speaking  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  wordly  possessions,  that  he  built  a  stone  still- 
house  "which  stands  to  this  day."    I  wonder  if  you  have  confused  Lincoln's  still 

with  the  John  Higbee  stone  mill,  which  did  stand  (but  since  razed)  at  South  Elkhorn 
at  that  time.    I  do  not  believe  Thomas  Lincoln's  still-house  has  been  in  existence 
for  more  than  a  century.    His  south  boundary  was  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Elkhorn — 
he  said  in  his  deed  to  (I  presume  "Father")  David  Rice  and  George  Lincoln  Sept.  2, 
1815,  that  his  farm  was  "on  the1  branch"  (that  would  be  Faulconer's  Branch)  "of  South 
Elkhorn  which  runs  by  John  Higbee' s."     Lincoln's  deed  was  for  only  200  acres — he 
could  not  deed  the  remaining  "89  acres"  for  which  he  was  being  sued — probably  the 
distillery--that  composed  the  north  part  of  his  farm  and  was  farther  still  (speaking 
of  "stills")  from  the  South  Elkhorn.    Dr.  Elisha  Warfield,  whose  fame  ever  will  be 
sung  by  Kentuckians  for  having  produced  the  famous  racehorse  and  sire,  "Lexington," 
bought  the  "life  interest  of  Thomas  Lincoln"  in  the  farm  from  George  Lincoln  ma 
after  Thomas  Lincoln's  death,  which  took  place  in  early  December,  1820.  (Ge«rrge 
married  "in  the  money" — Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Fanny  Gatewood,  who  in- 
herited the  old  Gatewood  estate,  on  the  Military  Pike,  of  567  acresr-one  of  the  iLh—t  j\ 
finest  farms  in  that  section — which  she  sold,  by  power  of  attorneyVto  her  eon  ^l^*»it**^Ty 
John  K.  Lincoln,  of  Fayette  Co.,  from  Clay  Co.,  Mo.,  in  1859,  for  |42,218.) 
Dr.  Warfield  bought  the  200  acres  (called  290  acres)  in  1821,  but  it  was  not  until 
1825  that  he  got  the  89  acres,  which  had  been  sold  by  Sheriff  in  July,  1815  (suit 
Elijah  Noble  and  Saml.  Wright  vs.  Thomas  Lincoln)  as  88  acres,  that  "part  of  the 
Lincoln  home  tract  lying  about  5  miles  from  Lexington,  on  the  North  boundary  line  of 
said  tract."      Dr.  Warfield  owned  the  farm,  which  he  called  "Stockland"  if  my  memory 
serves,  at  his  death,  when  it  passed  to  his  heirs,  who  were  then  residing  on  it  and 
continued_their  residence  there  for  some  time.  personalty 

Thomas  Lincoln's  deeds,  where  he  turned  over  his  jfflgfi  to 
"Father"  Rice,  in  trust  for  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  his  farm 
to  his  children,  after  his  death,  are  quite  interesting. 

If  I  am  mistaken  about  this  distillery,  I  would  like  to  be 
advised*    I  merely  want  to  get  and  keep  my  own  record  straight. 
With  best  regards  -  Sincerely, 

r      ^a^L^/^^  Ct   Fran]c  Durm# 
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March  20,  191*1* 


Mr.  C.  Prank  Dunn 
Preston  Arme 
High  and  Rose  Sts. 
Lexington,  Ul,  Ky. 

Dear  Mr.  Dttnn: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  calling  to  my  attention 
the  statement  made  with  respect  to  the  Lincoln  bcill-house 
still  standing  in  Fayette  County. 

This  statement  apparently  was  taken  from  a  book 
by  William  Towns end,  which  I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you 
with  my  compliments  under  separate  cover.  You  will  find 
that  the  first  illustration  in  the  book  is  the  Thomas  Lincoln 
still-house,  and  of  course  I  Implied  that  it  was  still  standing 
inasmuch  as  i|f**9  a  modern  picture.  • 

Some  other  place  I  have  also  seen  the  statement 
that  this  was  the  still-house  originally  owned  by  Thomas  Lincoln 
but  from  your  records  it  appears  as  if  it  must  be  John  Higbee"s 
stone  mill. 

It  seems  to  me  you  must  be  doing  a  very  fine  piece  of 
work  with  respect  to  platting  the  country  near  Lexington.  I 
did  the  same  kind  of  work  in  platting  the  farms  surrounding  the 
Lincoln  birth  place  In  Hodgenvllle,  and  it  is  a  long  tedious 
but  Interesting  task,  I  am  sure. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB 


Director 


Phoenix  -Ho 


e 


♦in  the  heart  of  the  blue  grass* 


Preston  Arms» 
High  and  Rose  Sts., 
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Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Director, Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind . 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  20th,  Mr.  Townsend,  I  found  during  his  uncalled-for 
and  baseless  tirade  about  the  Mentelle  School,  adopts  his  own  conclusions  and  seems 
to  consider  it  lese  majesty  to  question  his  statements,  which  is  a  poarr  thing  for  any 
writer  to  do — all  of  us,  no  matter  how  careful,  make  mistakes.    Last  night,  while  looking 
for  something  else  in  my  notes,  I  found:  "Fay. Co. Order  Book  $3,  p.  11.  Thomas  Lincoln, 
Tavern  license  for  1812.    Improperly  charged  for  1811  and  canceled."    That  "tells  all." 
He  ran  a  bar  instead  of  a  distillery,  and  here's  Townsend' s  conf irmationl:- 

At  the  Library  this  afternoon,  I  looked  up  Thomas  Lincoln  in  "Lincoln/^  and 
His  Wife's  Home  Town."    "Thomas  Lincoln  chose  his  home  with  discriminating  judgment" 
(the  purchase  of  the  290  acres  from  Lewis  Craife) .  '.'one  of  the  richest  and  most  inviting 
spots  in  all  Kentucky,  just  5  miles  from  Lexington"  (I  remarked  to  the  librarian  at 
this  juncture:  "Did  you  ever  see  the  Garrett  Watts  farm  down  on  the  Harrodsburg  pike-- 
one  of  the  most  disreputable  spots  in  this  beautiful  and  productive  Blue  Grass  Region! 
After  reading  this,  I  am  convinced  I  am  no  writer--I  haven't  enough  imagination."}.. 
"He  owned  slaves"  (foot-note}  6  Blacks  tax  list.    To  librarian,  who  knows  her  history: 
"Any  man  who  didn't  own  from  20  to  60  slaves  in  those  days  was  simply  poor  white  trash" 
Answer:  "That's  right."    Lincoln's  deed  to  his  wife  included  only  3  slaves--all  he 
owned — and  his  crops  and  a  few  hogs — but  read  about  that:  )  "He  kept  the  farm  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  raising  corn,  tobacco,  hemp  and  many  hogs,  which  he  slaughtered 
and  dressed  for  the  market.    Lincoln  himself  seems  to  have  been  largely  occupied  in  the 
operation  of  a  flourishing  still-house  on  Elkhorn  Creek"  (he  was  a  mile  from  the  Elkhom) 
"  near  a  fine  spring  of  clear  limestone  water,  where  he  manufactured  an  excellent  brand 
of  Bourbon  whisky"  (foot-note:  Deposition  of  Elias  Hitt,  Lincoln  vs.  Pemberton  admnx. 
File  190, Fay .Crt .Ct.    One  regular  customer  of  Lincoln's  still-house  has  been  left  on 
record. . .March  28,  Geo. Webster,  2  qaarts;  April  2,  Geo. Webster,  2  quarts;  April  3, 
Geo.  Webster,  2  quarts  of  whiskey."    To  librarian:  "Any  record  of  any  individual  who 
owned  the  smallest  kind  of  still,  either  in  sales  or  in  his  will  inventory,  always 
speaks  of  "barrels,'  naturally.    Lincoln  ran  a  bar--a  tavern."    So,  as  I  said,  Town- 
send  innocently  confirmed  this  very  fact.    He  merely  lists  about  four  other  suits, 
which  were  evidently  for  ^rj-bilJLsr-none  of  the  names  has  appeared  in  my  wide  investi- 
gations of  residents  of  that  vicinity  but  these  l^tfcter  four  spits,  I  should  have 

said  were  a  foot-note  to:  )  "He  also  had  money  to  lend "(foot -note)" and  the  records 
of  the  Fay.Cr.Ct.  between  1803  and  1809  show  many  suits  filed  by  him  against  persons 
who  fail  to  pay  their  notes."  (j) 

I  am  afraid,  as  someone,  probably  Townsend,  suggested,  that 
Lincoln  was  one  of  his  best  customers.    I  have  known  bar-keepers 
who,  tired  of  taking  in  money  for  booze  and  watching  the  other 
fellow  get  drunk  and  have  all  the  fun,  take  their  profits  every 
week  or  so  and  celebrate  at  some  other  fellow's  bar,  often  wind- 
ing up,  to  my  knowledge,  with  quite  a  bill  there  "on  the  cuff." 
Lincoln  himself  was  sued  by  a  fellow  that  ran  a  saloon  and  tavern 
in  Lexington,  who  mortgaged  80  acres  of  his  farm  and  made  him 
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or  rsther  his  son,  pay  it  off--which  delayed  his  son  in  making  deed  for  all  of  the 
Lincoln  farm  to  Dr.  Elisha  Warfield,  who  bought  it  and  added  it  to  considerable  other 
acreage  for  a  stock  farm.    And  as  I  said,  I  traced  up  all  deeds,  the  division  of 
the  lands  of  Dr.  Warfield  among  his  heirs,  and  their  sales,  to  present-day  times, 
and  there  was  no  mention  of  a  distillery  anywhere  on  the  property.    I  at  first  thought 
it  might  have  been  a  "horse-mill  distillery,"  being  that  far  from  the  Elkhorn,  but 
since  reading  Townsend' s  book  today,  I  see  he  makes  the  naked  claim  that  it  was  a 
"flourishing  still-house  on  Elkhorn  .creek "--so  plainly  it  was  all  a  myth,  or  rather 
a  "bar"  mirage  of  a  distillery. 

I  was  amused  at  re-reading  this  item  which  I  found  in  my  notebooks,  from 
the  Kentucky  Gazette,  Feb.  21,  1804,  illustrated  with  a  woodcut,  which  became  famous 
in  later  years,  of  a  negro  with  a  pack  on  his  back  running: 

"$13  REWARD.    Ran  away  from  the  subscriber  living  near  Higbee's  Mill"  (if 
any  further  evidence  were  needed  to  prove  that  Lincoln  did  not  build  or  own  the 
"substantial  stone-still  still  standing  on  the  Elkhorn"  claimed  by  Townsend,  Lin- 
coln himself  here  supplies  it),  "in  Fayette  County,  a  Mulatto  Slave  named  RANDOLPH, 
about  6  feet  high  and  ^2  or  33  years  old.    He  limps  a  little  when  he  walks  and  has 
a  scar  on  the  right  side  of  his  head  where  the  wool  is  off,  occasioned  by  a  burn. 
It  is  supposed  he  is  lurking  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gen.  Todd's,  as  he  has  a  wife 
at  John  Pickett's  in  the  same  neighborhood.    The  above  reward  will  be  given  to  any 
person  who  will  deliver  the  said  slave  to  me  or  secure  him  in  any  jail  so  that  I  may 
get  him  again.  Thos.  Lincoln. " 

At  least,  Lincoln  had  humor — offering  J>13  for  a  Negro's  capture — that's 
enough  to  make  any  ordinary  Negro  slave  return  immediately,  for  fear  of  bad  luck 
with  a  $13  reward  hanging  on  him. 

By  the  way,  I  haven't  received  the  book  by  Townsend  you  said  you  were  send- 
ing me.    I  wo#ld  be  glad  to  have  it.    Bill  and  I  practice  writing  by  taking  pot- 
shots at  each  other,  like  the  Mentelle  case,  and  always,  recently,^ends  me  copies 
of  his  publication^.  Not  long  ago  he  came  up  to  me  in  the  court  mx&xsm  deed-book  room, 
put  his  arm  around  me  and  said,  "Say,  old  fellow,  go  easy  on  these  arguments — I  have 
been  in  the  hospital  three  times  since  that  argument  started — don't  put  me  back  there 
for  a  fourth  round."    I  gave  him  a  copy  of  "In  Kentucky"  in  the  deed-book  room  the 
other  day,  and  showed  him  the  reference  to  the  "colored  congregation"  buying  the 
lot  for  their  church  from  "Abraham  Lincoln  and  others."    That  was  a  new  one  on  him, 
and  he  enjoyed  it. 

Bill,  if  he  hadn't  gotten  so  enthusiastic  about  the  build-up  for  an  affluent 
Tom  Lincoln  of  Fayette  County,  could  have  pulled  a  better  drama  on  Mrs.  Lincoln,  but 
of  course  Bill  wasn't  concerned  about  anything  but  the  lincolns:    He  didn't  mention 
that  when  Lincoln,  evidently  after  the  mortgage  to  the  saloon-keeper  in  Lexington, 
deeded  all  of  his  personalty  to  his  wife,  and  his  property  to  his  children,  mak-ing'Vvxi^**-'- 
"David  Rice"  trustee.    Bill  didn't  know  that  David  Rice  was  "Father  Rice,"  the  fam- 
ous pioneer  preacher  who  was  the  first  head  of  Transylvania  Seminary — taught  in  his 
log  house  down  near  Danville.    I  think  one  of  Lincoln's  daughters  married  a  daughter 
of  "Father  Rice,"  who  passed  the  Lincoln  farm  on  his  frequent  visits  to  Rev.  Adam 
Rankin's  pioneer  "Mt.  Zion  Church"  not  far  from  the  Lincoln  farm.    This  is  all  re- 
vealed in  a  couple  of  ads  when  "Father  Rice"  had  his  horse  stolen  while  hitched 
at  Rankin's  church,  and  the  deed  books  showing  location  of  the  church  (which  has  not 
yet  become  a  matter  of  record--it  was  referred  to  in  all  ads  as  "near  Lexington"  but 
no  one  ever  had  the  patience  before  to  plat  all  of  the  land  "near  Lexington"  to  find 
its  location).         Well,  guess  I  had  better  sign  off--sorry  I  took  up  so  much  space. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  Frank  Dunn. 


Maroh  30,  19^ 


Mr.  C.  Frank  Sana 
Preston  Ante 
High  and  Boca  Ste. 
Lexington,  Ul,  Ky. 

My  dear  Mr.  Dunn: 

Thane  you  Tory  auch  for  your  Tory  Interesting  lot  tar 
containing  so  many  facte  which  *e  ara  plaaead  to  bare  for  our 
fllee. 

I  ragrat  exceedingly  that  tha  Tovnsand  took  was  not  saat 
and  I  am  putting  It  In  tha  Ball  Just  now  so  that  I  am  sura  you  will 
race ire  It. 

Hart  Monday  night  I  speak  "before  tha  File  on  Club  In 
LoulsTllle  on  "The  Women  In  Lincoln's  Life." 

I  think  you  would  enjoy  tha  lecture  if  you  happen  to  ha 
in  LoulSYllle  because  I  will  attempt  at  least  to  say  a  fav 
sympathetic  verda  for  Mary  Todd  whoa  I  think  Is  greatly  abused 
women  and  uho  contributed  tremendously  to  Lincoln's  Intellectual 
adTaneement.    On  Tuesday  noon  I  speak  before  tha  Optimist  Club 
at  LoulSYllle. 

May  I  thank  you  again  for  the  many  Interesting  facta 
contained  In  your  latter  of  Barch  25  and  hope  I  may  hare  an 
opportunity  some  day  to  hare  a  good  long  Yleit  with  you  In 

Lexington. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAVtWM 


Director 


a- 
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Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Go. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Knowing  that  you  are  an  authority  on  the  Lincoln  family,  1  am 
writing  for  information  about  the  O'nan  family's  donnect ion  with  the 
Lincolns,  and  what  relationship  these  Lincolns  were  with  President  Lincoln. 
My  reason  for  this  is  that  I  am  a  descendant  of  certain  O'nans  who  claimed 
kinship  with  the  O'nans  who  married  into  the  Lincoln  family,  and  there  are 
either  two  such  Lincoln  women  who  married  O'nans,  or  else  the  traditions 
that  have  been  handed  down  by  different  branches  of  the  family  have  become 
greatly  confused  in  the  names.  I  know  of  no  one  better  qualified  to  get  us 
straightened  out  on  this  matter  than  you,  Mr.  Warren,  hence  this  letter. 

According  to  my  family  tradition,  one  James  O'nan  married 
Elizabeth  Lincoln,  who  had  a  brother  Abraham.     These  O'nans  appear  to  have 
been  the  Shelby  County  O'nans,  and  this  James  was,  according  to  this 
tradition,  a  brother  of  Will  iam  O'nan,  Sr.,  the  ancestor  of  the  nenry  County 
O'nans.    1  am  a  descendant  of  the  Henry  County  branch  of  the  O'nan  family, 
though  part  of  the  family  settled  in  Franklin  County,  in  fact  most  of  them 
l?ved  on  or  near  Flat  Creek  near  the  Henry  and  ^ranklin  County  line.  Our 
branch  of  the  family  always  considered  the  ^helby  ^ounty  O'nans  rather 
"uppish",  and  some  of  them  hesitated  to  claim  kinship  with  them,  especially 
on  account  of  a  disagreement  over  the  Civil  War.    *n  fact  the  two  branches 
of  the  families  took  seperate  sides  during  the  Civil  War. 


According  to  the  tradition  of  my  family,  this  James  O'nan  and  Elizabeth  Lincoln 
had  the  following  children:  Rebecca,  who  married  John  Simmons,  Feb.  3,  1814,  in  Henry  Co.; 
Ann,  perhaps  the  Ann  who  married  John  Miller  in  Henry  County,  °ept.  2,  1800;  Dennis, 
who  appears  to  have  married  Clarissa  Bowles  in  Union  County  May  25,  1823;  and  one  John. 

With  regard  to  John  O'nan,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth,  there  are  two  conflicting 
traditions,  unless  they  can  be  harmonized  by  two  seperate  marriages.    One  of  these  traditioni 
is  that  this  John  O'nan  married  Rebecca  Carrioo,  daughter  of  Basil  Carrico,  in  ^helby  Co., 
on  August  2,  1813,  (and  we  do  find  marriage  records  in  the  respective  counties  for  all  the 
names  and  dates  mentioned  above);  but  another  branch  of  the  O'nan  family  claims  that  this 
John  O'nan,  son  of  James  O'nan  and  Elizabeth  Lincoln,  married  Margaret  Lincoln,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Lincoln.     This  line  of  the  family  thinks  that  John  was  born  in  Virginia  before 
James  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  came  to  Kentucky,  and  that  this  Margaret  Lincoln  was  born 
sometime  about  1781,  and  that  John  and  Margaret  were  married  about  1800.    This  would  make 
the  marriage  of  James OSAanaaa and  Elizabeth  Lincoln  to  have  taken  place  before  they  came  to 
Kentucky.    The  theory  now  held  by  some  members  of  the  family  is,  that  this  Elizabeth 
Lincoln  was  a  feisterroffth^oldeirrAblraiQfamm^incoln,  and  that  this  Elizabeth  and  Abraham 
Lincoln  were  children  of  John  Lincoln  who  lived  in  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  and  whose 
wife  was  named  Rebecca.    Rockingham  County  was  adjoining  Culpepper  County,  where  Dennis 
O'nan,  immigrant  father  of  William  O'nan  Sr.,  and  James,  and  Dennis  Jr.,  were  supposed 
to  have  lived. 


I 

%  '  * 

8  Mr.  Warren,  pg.  2. 

According;  to  this  theory,  John  Lincoln  was  the  father  of  Abraham,  Elizabeth, 
and  Thomas,  and  as  stated  already,  that  this  Elizabeth  married  James  O'nan  and  that  they 
settled  in  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  at  a  later  date.    We  do  find  on  the  records  of 
Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  a  marriage  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  O'nan  (widow),  to  Justiana  Griffith, 
on  Sept.  12,  1826.    We  believe  that  this  was  probably  the  widow  of  saii  James  O'nan. 
Are  we  right  in  this  conclusion,  and  was  this  Elizabeth  the  sister  of  the  elder  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Thomas  Lincoln? 

Now  some  o^  the  family  ha»e  concluded  that  perhaps  Thomas  Lincoln  (son  of 
John  Lincoln)  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  as  well  as  a  daughter  Margaret  that  married  into 
O'nan  family,  and  one  man  who  spent  a  great  des.1  of  time  gathering  O'nan  records,  made 
the  statement  that  the  Elizabeth  Lincoln  who  married  James  O'nan  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lincoln.     But  if  this  were  true,  it  would  appear  to  be  \m  //ijM  James  O'nan  who 
was  a  son  of  William  Sr.  But  1  have  no  proof  that  James  O'nan  who  settled  in  Shelby  Co. 
had  any  son  by  the  #ame  of  James,    ierhaps  you  can  straighten  us  out  on  this  matter. 

There  is  also  some  confusion  about  Clempson  O'nan,  Sr.    My  genealogy  lists 
him  as  the  son  of  William  O'nan,  Sr.,  but  one  other  thinks  that  James  "  may  also  have 
had  a  son  by  the  name  of  Clempson.     1  believe  that  my  records  are  straight  on  this,  but 
if  not,  would  like  to  know. 

According  to  my  records,  Wm.  O'nan  Sr.  who  married  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Carr^co  in  Greenbrier  County,  Va.,  before  he  and  his  brother  James  came  to  Kentucky, 
had  a  son  Thomas  O'nan  who  married  Betsy  T.  Penn,  daughter  of  Charles  Penn.     This  Betsy 
Penn  was  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Virginia  in  1794,     The  marriage  took  place  in 
Shelby  County,  Ky.,  Nov.  29,  1810.     Inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  she  and  ihomas  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  the  first  born  in  1811  and  the  last  born  in  1838,  she 
could  not  have  been  the  Mrs.  Elizabeth  O'nan  (widow)  who  married  Justiana  Griffith  on 
Sept.  12,  1826,  referred  to  in  the  latter  part  of  the  first  paragraph  on  this  page. 
My  records  regarding  the  family  of  Thomas  O'nan  and  Elizabeth  Penn  are  quite  complete 
and  detailed,  and  1  believe  completely  rule  out  the  idea  that  this  was  the  Elizabeth 
referred  to  as  a  widow.     I  have  never  heard  a  ny  theory  presented  to  this  effect  by 
anyone,  but  mention  it  for  whatever  weight  this  fact  might  have  upon  the  theory  that 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  O'nan  (widow)  who  married  Justiana  Griffith  in  ^helby    ounty,  could  have 
been  the  Elizabeth  Lincoln  so  often  referred  to  as  having  married  James  O'nan. 

Any  information  which  you  may  be  able  to  give  me,  Mr.  Warren,  to  verify  or 
to  disprove  any  of  the  facts  or  conclusions  presented  herewith,  or  their  relationship 
to  other  substantiated  facts,  will  be  greatly  appreciated.     There  are  at  least  two 
descendants  of  the  O'nans  who  are  working  on  the  idea  of  completing  the  01  nan  genealogy, 
one  of  these  being  the  writer,  and  we  are  assisting  each  other  as  much  as  possible,  and 
comparing  every  available  source  we  can  find.    Any  help,  therefore,  that  you  can  provide, 
will  be  gratefully  received,  not  only  by  me,  but  by  many  other  of  the  descendants. 

Sincerely  yours, 
~*Ira  0.  Wallace. 


February  2,  1949 


Mr.  Ira  0.  Wallace 

Rest  Harbor  Rural  Association 

Lock  Box  62 

Lockport,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr.  Wallace: 

We  regret  to  advise  you  that  Dr.  Warren 
is  at  present  out  of  the  office  on  a  Wo  months  speaking 
itinerary. 

tJpoa  his  return,  I  will  bring  your  letter 

to  his  attention. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Secretary  to  Dr.  Warren 


(5  •  w*a>u 


April  12,  19^9 


Mr.  Ira  0.  Wallace 

Re3t  Harbor  Rural  Association 

Lock  Box  Ho.  62 

Lockport,  Kent  jcfey 

My  dear  Mr.  Wallace: 

After  so  long  a  delay  in  reply  to  your  letter  of 
January  30  I  feel  I  am  not  soing  to  help  you  very  much.  My 
absence  from  the  office  has  caused  postponement  of  the  ansvering 
of  this  letter,  and  nov  I  find  about  all  I  can  give  you  is  the 
fact  that  Margaret  married  John  O'nan*  from  Shelby  County 
previous  to  1809. 

You  vill  please  find  on  the  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  I  en- 
close the  names  of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  SlizatetL  Casner 
Lincoln,  and  such  information  as  ve  have  about  them. 

While  living  in  Union  County,  Kentucky,  I  was  acquainted 
vith  the  O'nans  family  there,  and  it  was  their  thought  that  they 
were  related  to  the  Lincolns  of  Lexington. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAW: SB 
Enc, 


Director 


Li 
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May  Ih,  19$k 


Mr.  Howard  W.  Bayer 
k237  Wakefield  Road 
Berkley,  Michigan 

My  dear  Mr.  Bayer: 

Will  you  please  find  attached  to  this  letter  a  copy  of  the 
Lincoln  Lore  which  I  think  locates  your  paternal  ancestor  Thomas 
Lincoln  of  Lexington,  Kentucky  who  is  a  brother  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
grandfather  of  the  President.    We  find  that  one  of  Thomas  Lincoln's 
daughters,  Elizabeth,  married  David  Rice  sometime  before  1809  and 
they  lived  in  Payette  County,  Kentucky.    That  is  about  all  the  in* 
formation  we  have  about  them  and  do  not  even  know  the  names  of  their 
children. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAW/JLA 


Director 


V  Si 


< 


T 
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History  Also  Shows  Relationship  With  Lee  Family 

Close  Link  Between 
Lincolns  In  Pioneer 

La  Follettes, 

Kentucky 


By  ELLIOTT  MARANISS  ' 

WHEN  the  late  Sen.  Robert  M.  LaFollette  of  Wisconsin  made  his  first  trip  to 
Washington  as  a  fledgling  legislator  he  was  welcomed  and  inspired  by  the 
spirit  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Recalling  that  first  morning  in  the  nation's  capital,  LaFollette  wrote  in  his 

autobiography: 

"Before  breakfast  I  went  to  Lincoln  Park  and  stood  with  bowed  head  before 
Ball's  statue  of  Lincoln." 

If  the  senator  had  known  then  about  the  close  association  of  the  Lincoln  and 
LaFollette  families  in  pio-  •+*+++*++*++++*++*+++**+***+++++****+++**++****++++*++*+*+™ 

neer  Kentucky  the  experi-  COnsin  Magazine  of  History.  Later:  The  LaFollettes  were  the  last  of 
ence  would  have  been  even  research,  including  that  of  Carl  j  this  pioneer  triumvirate.  John  La- 
more  meaningful.  Sandburg,  has  confirmed  and;  Follette  was  a  French  Huguenot 
For  modern  research  has  turned! strengthened  it.  Yet  it  still  re- 1  who  was  swept  out  his  native  land 
up  these  facts  about  the  two] mains  largely  unknown,  even  in ■  in  the  tide  of  emigration  that  fol- 
families:  Wisconsin.  lowed  the  persecution  of  this  bar- 

The  LaFollettes  and  the    Lin  j  ♦  ♦  ♦  '  ried  group, 

coins  were  neighbors  on  the  same;  The  man  who  wrote  the  original  One  of  John's  sons.  Joseph  La- 
!  "survey"  of  land  in  Hardin  Coun-j article  in  the  Magazine  of  His-!  Follette,  and  his  bride  Phoebe, 
ty;  were  members  of  the  same; lory,  was  Louis  A.  Warren,  for-  left  Morristown,  N.  J..  in  1771  and 
church;  shared  a  common  dislike  mer  director  of  the  Lincoln  His- 1  took  the  well  beaten  path  to  the 
[for  slavery;  were  co-defendants  in jtorical  Research  Association  of | West.  They  followed  the  trail  of 
1  a  suit  thai  drove  both  out  of  Ken- 'the  Lincoln  National  Life  lnsur-  the  Lincolns  down  the  coast, 
!  tucky,  and.  most  astonishing  of  ance  Co.  Warren  was  also  inter-  through  the  mountains  and  across. 
I  all,  were  probably  related  notiested  in  the  La  Follette  saga,  and!  the  plains,  until  the  family  reach- 
only  to  each  other,  but  also  to' in  August,  1926.  addressed  an  an-jed  Wisconsin,  where  its  most  fa- 
!  the  family  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  nual  reunion  ol  the    La  Follette  i  mous  member  was  born. 

family  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.       |    It  was  in  Hardin  County,  Ken- 
The  story  covers  a  century  andj  tucky.  around  1780,  that  the  des- 
nor  thei  a    half    of    American     history.  1  tinies  of  these  three  families,  and 


j  of  Virginia. 

Neither  the  President 


jSenator  ever  paid  much  attention! Movement  to  the  West  in  covered! of  another  named  Lee,  became 


to  geneology.  In  his  autobiog- 
raphy. La  Follette  set  forth  only 
one  sentence  about  his  father: 

"He  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth 
and  had  been  a  pioneer  settler 
from  Indiana." 


wagons  forms  the  panorama  for:  permanently  entwined, 
this  pageant  of  the  Lincoln  and;  !t  was  hardships  endured.  ex- 
La  Follette  frontiersmen.  i  periences  shared  and  friendships 
The  Lincolns  were  the  first  to!e"j°>'ed  thal  formed  the  most 
move.  Samuel  Lincoln  arrived  in  lasting  links  between  these  pio-; 
Old  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1637.  Abra-i neer  families  in  the  Kentucky  wil-j 
Lincoln  wrote  even  less  about  j  ham  Lincoln  left  New  Salem,  111.,  Merness-  Geneology  is  important 
|  his  forebears.  Of  his  tour  grand- |for  Springfield  in  1837,  exactly  here  only  in  that  it  reflects  the 
parents  he  knew  the  name  of:200  years  later.  In  between  seven  relationships  in  a  form  that  pos- 
only  one.                              j  generations  of  Lincolns  took  part  terity  wil]  recognize  and  record.  J 


Yet  both  became  the  most  fa-  j  in  a  westward  migration  that  cov- 
inous sons  of  two  pioneer  families!  ered  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
who  settled  in  the  same  commu-jNow  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Vir- 
ility in  the  Great  Wilderness  andjginia.  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ill- 
participated  in  an  interesting  bit'jnois. 

jof  pioneer  drama.  The  Hanks  family  was  the  next 

The  story  has  been  available  for' to  follow  the  Wilderness  Road, 
i  nearly  20  years  now  in  the  pages;  Nancy  became  Abraham  Lincoln's 
of  the  June,  1929.  issue  of  the  Wis-i  mother. 


♦  ♦  + 

I 

So  let's  stop  a  moment  and 
climb  the  family  trees.  The 
mother  of  Joseph  Hanks  was 
Nancy  Lee,  who  was  a  cousin  of 
the  Virginia  family  that  produced 
Robert  E.  Lee.  The  daughter  of 
the  Hanks  of  Kentucky,  also 
Nancy,  married  Thomas  Lincoln 


Abraham  Lincoln 


and  became  Abe's  mother.  This 
much  is  known  to  every  school 
child.  But  what  is  relatively  un- 
known is  how  the  Lees  also  were 
related  to  the  LaFollettes. 

The  Lee  family  in  Hardin  Coun- 
ty at  this  time  lived  near  the  La- 
Follettes. How  close  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  three  of  Joseph  La-; 
Follettes  children  married  three i 
Lees.  Here  is  the  list:  Mary  La-i 
Follette  married  John  Lee  in  1790:  { 
Uzel  LaFollette  married  Nancy  i 
Lee  in  1791  and  Jesse  LaFollette  j 
married  Mary  Lee  in  1808. 

This  last  named  pair  became  j 
the  grandparents  of  Robert  M.  La-j 
Follette,  and  it  is  through  therm 
that  the  Lee-Lincoln-LaFollette  re- 
lationship is  most  clearly  ex-, 

pressed.  ! 
♦  ♦  + 

Warren  has  produced  ample  j 
evidence  of  the  other  relation- j 
ships  as  well.  For  example,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  children 
of  the  Lincolns,  the  Lees  the  La- 


Follettes and  a  family  named  Gol-  « 
laher  all  played  together,  climb-  1 
ing  the  knolls   and  fishing  the 
creeks  that  flowed  in  the  beauti- 
ful valleys. 

Remember  the  story  of  how  one 
of  Abe  Lincoln's  playmates  res- 
cued him  from  drowning  in  an 
old  swimming  hole?  This  boy  was 
Austin  Gollaher.  At  that  time, 
Austin's  older  brother,  Joel,  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  LaFollette. 
Unquestionably  several  little  La- 
Follettes listened  to  stern  lec- 
tures that  night  about  the  dangers 
that  awaited  the  careless  in  that 
particular  swimming  hole. 

It  was  the  daily  doings  of  Tom 
Lincoln,— Abe's  father— and  Jesse 
LaFollette— Bob's  grandfather  — 
that  most  of  the  other  points  of 
contact  between  the  two  families 
can  be  found. 


In  1818,  they  were  joint  defend- 
ants in  an  ejection  suit  that  final- 
ly forced  both  to  leave  Kentucky. 
The  details  of  this  suit  are  ob- 
scure. But  they  were  important 
enough  at  the  time  so  that  Abe 
never  forgot  them.  In  I860,  in  pre- 
paring his  autobiography,  Lincoln 
said  that  his  dad  moved  from 
Kentucky  to  Indiana,  "chiefly  on 
account  of  difficulties  with  land 
titles." 

He  then  added  another  cause 
for  this  migration,  which  for  some 
reason  has  never  been  fully  ac- 
cepted by  some  historians,  but 
which  Warren's  research  has  com- 
pletely confirmed. 

The  phrase  was:      .  .and  part- 
ly on  account  of  slavery." 

Warren  shows  that  slavery  — 
or  rather  anti-slavery  —  was  in- 
deed one  of  the  main  concerns  of 
the  Lincolns  of  Kentucky  —  and 
1  the  LaFollettes  as  well." 
♦  ♦  ♦ 

In  the  record  book  of  the  Sev- 
ern Valley  Baptist  Church  are  the 
■  names  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  and  Uzal  and 
Nancy  Lee  LaFollette.  The  two 
preachers  at  this  church  in  this 
period  were  the  leading  abolition- 
ists in  the  Wilderness. 

As  early  as  Jan.  23,  1796,  this 
question  was  up  for  discussion  in 
the  church:  "Quare,  is  slavery 
oppression  or  not?"  The  result 
of  the  debate  is  stated  in  these 
words:  "The  quare  being  taken 
up  was  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive; it  was  oppression." 

It  seems  evident  that  if  there 
was  any  question  which  the  Lin- 
colns and  the  LaFolletes  had 
heard  discused  pro  and  con  it  was 
the  question  of  slavery. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Jesse  La- 
Follette left  Kentucky  at  about 
the  same  time  for  Indiana.  One  of 
Jesse's  sons,  Josiah,  then  left  In- 
diana with  his  bride,  the  widow 
Buchanan,  for  Wisconsin.  These 
were  the  parents  of  Robert  M. 
LaFollette. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Abraham  Lincoln  made  at  least 
two  trips  to  Wisconsin  and  possi- 
bly a  third.  The  Lincoln  Fellow- 
ship of  Wisconsin  has  thoroughly 
documented  two  of  these  visits. 
One  was  his  brief  sojourn  here  in 
1832  as  a  private  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War. 

The  third  was  a  three-day  trip 
to  Milwaukee,  Janesville  and  Be- 
loit  in  1859,  when  he  was  seeking 
the  Republican  nomination  for  the 
presidency. 

The  second— in  1835— is  based 
on  personal  recollections  and  has 
not  as  yet  been  definitely  con- 


Robert  M.  La  Follette  Sr. 


The  story  has  it  that  a  sorrowful 
young  Lincoln,  disconsolate  at  the 
death  of  Ann  Rutledge,  left  Illinois 
for  a  short  time  and  "rambled 
over  the  hills  and  through  the  for- 
ests, day  and  night." 

The  quotation  is  from  Herndon, 
Lincoln's  law  partner  at  the  time. 
These  hills  and  forests,  it  is  said, 
were  along  the  Wisconsin  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan. 

♦  ♦  + 

But  even  if  Lincoln  had  never 
set  foot  in  the  Badger  State  he 
would  still  be  acclaimed  as  one  of 
the  leading  forces  in  shaping  its 
spirit  and  its  history. 

When  Lincoln  called  for  volun- 
teers, the  boys  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  responded  in  such 
numbers  that  in  1864  there  were 
no  graduation  exercises. 

Now  Weinman's  statue  of  Lin- 
coln looks  down  on  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  campus  from  Bas- 
com  Hall.  The  vista  from  this 
setting  is  one  both  he  and  Robert 
LaFollette  found  most  inspiring: 
a  peaceful  place  where  men  and 
women  of  independence  seek  the 
truth. 


WHISKEY  SELLS  AT 
37  CENTS  GALLON 

Nelson  Store  Records  Sale 
Of  37  Vz  Gallons  For  $14 
And  One-Fourth  Cent 

Whiskey — thirty-seven  and  one- 
half  gallons  for  fourteen  dollars  and 
one-fourth  cent! 

But  not  today. 

It's  merely  a  record  of  sale,  on 
ancient  soft  paper  in  faded  brown 
ink,  dated  January  10,  1827,  in  the 
ledger  of  Jacob  Kurtz,  distiller  and 
storekeeper  of  Nelson  County,  who 
was  born  at  Cox's  Fort  away  back  in 
the  county's  early  days. 

The  book,  skilfully  bound  in  brown 
suede  leather,  is  now  'owned  by  J.  M. 
Osborn,  of  Lenore.     It   is  well  over 
one  hundred  years  old. 
WERE  KIN  OF  LINCOLN 

The  children  of  Jacob  Kurtz — all  of 
whose  births  are  duly  listed  in  the 
ledger  al'ong  with  the  credit  accounts, 
recipes  for  "reliable  liniment",  and  J 
quaintly  executed  temperance  pledge ! 
— were  second  cousins  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  according  to  Mr.  Osborne. 

Jacob  founded  his  distillery  about 
1820.  About  1840  it  was  taken  over 
by  Cyrus  and  Mathew,  two  of  the 
children,  who  operated  it  until  the 
federal  government  began  to  levy  an 
excise  tax. 

The  bookkeeping  in  the  old  ledger 
is  unusual,  the  bookkeeper  following 
a  system  all  his  own.  He  never  could 
decide  which  was  the  top  end  of  the 
book,  and  half  of  the  accounts  are 
up  side  down  in  regard  to  the  other 
half.  And  quarter-and-half-cents  are 
scroupulously  set  down. 


SEVEN  SIGNED  PLEDGE 

Seven  men — including  Joseph  Kurtz 
(he  spelled  it  "Curts")— signed  the 
temperance  pledge  mentioned  above. 
The  Others  are  Joneth  Cheser,  John 
Cheser,  George  W.  Young,  Thomas 
Carpenter,  Nathaniel  Landers,  and 
Jacob  R.  Wiseheart.  The  writing  is 
dated  March  3,  1831,  and  binds  the 
first  one  of  the  signers  who  breaks 
the  pledge  to  buy  each  of  the  others 
"one  pair  of  shoes,  lined  and  bound 
of  good  leather." 

Whether  any  of  them  broke  the 
pledge  is  not  recorded,  although  the 
prices  prevailing  were  probably  a 
temptation.  One  sale  is  recorded  of 
52  gallons  of  whiskey  for  $13.75. 
GIVES  LINIMENT  RECIFE 

The  liniment  recipe  included  in  the 
book  has,  among  other  ingredients, 
olive  oil,  Soft  soap,  camphor,  lauda- 
num, and  turpentine.  A  receipt,  using 
sweet  sorrel,  is  also  given  to  ward 
off  cancer.  Both  of  these  recipes  are 
probably  of  later  date  than  Jacob 
'"'s  death. 

of  the  items  in  tl}e  accounts 
.  oddly  even  with  present 
pi^es  of  the  same  articles.  A  pair 
of  shoes  is  charged  at  $1.50.  A  bush- 
el of  corn  is  listed  in  April,  1932,  at 
six  cents. 

Corn  was  sold  by  tubs,  about  two 
bushels  to  the  tub.  Two  gallons  and 
one  quart  of  brandy  were  sold  for  56 
•cents.  Credit  of  50  cents  is  allowed 
for  one  day's  labor  at  killing  hogs. 
OLD  TINTYPE  KEPT 

An  old  tintype  photograph  has 
heen  preserved  in  the  book,  portray- 
ing Cyrus  Kurtz,  a  patriarchal,  white- 
bearded  figure,  and  Randell  Bean, 
black-bearded  and  much  younger. 

The  old  Cyrus  Kurtz  home,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Osborne^  was  purchased 
after  his  death  by  Irben  Bean,  who 
remodeled  it.  During  the  remodeling 
it  was  discovered  that  the  roofing, 
of  shaved  poplar  shingles,  was  held 
in  place  by  hickory  pegs.  The  home 
is  located  between  Cox's  Creek  and 
LenOre. 

Twelve  children  of  Jacob  Kurtz  are 
listed  in  the  old  ledger,  and  ten  chil- 
dren of  Cyrus,  whose  birth  and  death 
are  recorded  1814  and  1891. 


The  cognate  Families  18 

Kentucky  Lincolns  'Unplaced'. 

Runnel  (  Rundels  or  Rennels!  Lincoln  is  found  on  tms 
entries  in  the  Hardin  County  Records.    He  first  appears  on  a 
Jury  List  for  Friday,  April  20,  1804.*    The  day  before  Thomas  (80) 
had  service  on  a  Jury.      It  is  possibl  e  that  they  may  have 
been  one  and  the  same.        Theonly  other  entry  of  Runnel  Lincoln 
is  the  credit      for  a  wolf  scalp  on  Nov.  24,  1806.*      A  record  (81) 
of  August a  County  Virginia  shows  a  §ohn  Rynul  married  Rebecakah 
Lincoln.     Another  entry  ,  a  deed  for  John  and  Rynul  Lincoln  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,  this  is  possible  an  error  in  copying,  however, 
and  should  have  read  John  Rynul.*  (82) 

•^enry  Lincoln  appears  on  the  marriage  register  of 
Mercer  County  as  marrying  Mary  Rose,  on  April  13,  1819. 

Tarpley  Hall  was  on  the  bond.*  (83) 

Abner  Lincoln  brought  suit  in  Jefferson  County  in 
1820  against  Abraham  Curtis  for  challenging  him  to  "  fight 
at  pistol  being  a  deadly  weapon."*  (84) 

Thomas  Lincoln  as    listed  in  the  Commissioners  Book 
for  Franklin  County  for  the  year  1824  with  one  tithable,  and 
one  horse,    This  would  make  him  born  as  early  as  1803 •  ^  (85) 
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ABRAHAM  LIXCOLX'S  LOST  GRANDMOTHER 
Her  one  existing  autograph.    Discovered  by  Hie  autlior 
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